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2. POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLDS:  
    MAIN SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

2.1. Population
The total population of Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) in 2007, based on a direct assessment of the 

Household Budget Survey is 3,447,156; of this, 64.2% in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 33.8% in 
the Republika Srpska  and 2.0% in the Brcko District of BiH (Graph 2.1).

Graph 2.1. Population by geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)
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The greatest proportion of the population of Bosnia and Herzegovina lives in rural/semi-urban1 areas 
(approximately 61%); in the Republika Srpska almost two thirds of the population live in rural/semi-urban ar-
eas, whereas the percentage observed in the Federation of BiH and in the Brcko District of BiH is slightly above 
50% (Table 2.1).

Table 2.1. Population by settlement type and geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Settlement type
Geographical Area Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

Urban 41.2 34.8 46.8 39.2

Rural/semi-urban 58.8 65.2 53.2 60.8

Total (=100%) 2,213,783 1,166,173 67,200 3,447,156

The female population in Bosnia and Herzegovina amounts to 1,762,908 individuals, which is slightly 
higher than the male population, amounting to 1,684,248 individuals; there are therefore 96 men per 100 wom-
en (Table 2.2).

The Brcko District of BiH has the highest masculinity ratio2 (97.7%); the gender difference is also marked 
in the Republika Srpska, where there are 96 men per 100 women, while in the Federation of BiH the ratio is 
95.3%.

The structure of the population by gender stems from the different trends observed with respect to births 
and deaths of the female and male populations. The ratio between male births and female births is almost con-
stant, as it is determined by biological factors – 106 over 100. The higher male mortality rate during the first 
years of life balances out the gender ratio between the ages of 20 and 40, when the mortality rate of the male 
population is still higher. The higher life expectancy of women and higher mortality rate of males in later stages 
of life induce the increase of the proportion of women in relation to men towards older age. The influence of 
various factors which affect the ratio of the male and female population causes a change in gender structure. 

1 According to the current statistical typology, settlement types in BiH are categorised into two types: urban and “other”.According to the current statistical typology, settlement types in BiH are categorised into two types: urban and “other”. 
Settlements typified as “other” include both rural and semi-urban areas, and will herein be referred to as “rural/semi-
urban” areas.

2 The number of men for a given population of 100 women.The number of men for a given population of 100 women.
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Factors which influence the imbalance between the male and female population are: birth rate, mortality, mi-
gration, socio-economic factors, amongst others.

Table 2.2. Population by gender and masculinity coefficient by geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Geographical area
Gender

Total
Gender (%) Masculinity 

coefficient (%)Male Female Male Female

Federation of BiH 1,079,998 1,133,785 2,213,783 48.8 51.2 95.3

Republika Srpska 571,049 595,124 1,166,173 49.0 51.0 96.0

Brcko District of BiH 33,201 33,999 67,200 49.4 50.6 97.7

Bosnia and Herzegovina 1,684,248 1,762,908 3,447,156 48.9 51.1 95.5

In the lower age groups, the number of males exceeds that of females; the highest rate is observed in the 
group aged between 15 and 19 years, where there are 110 males per 100 females (Graph 2.2).

Graph 2.2. Masculinity coefficient by age group – Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2007. (percentage values)
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After 55 years of age, the proportion of men for every 100 women decreases considerably; the minimum 
value is observed after 84 years of age. Among very elderly groups, there are only 40 males for every 100 females. 
This gender difference, which can also be observed at a territorial level, is caused by the progressive ageing of 
the population and by the greater female life expectancy. In the Federation of BiH, the most evident gender dif-
ference is observed among individuals aged over 65, with 75 males for every 100 females (Table 2.3).

Table 2.3. Masculinity coefficient by age group and geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)

Age group
Geographical area Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

0-5 99.2 109.0 73.8 101.4

6-17 107.6 108.1 105.6 107.7

18-34 99.9 102.8 112.3 101.0

35-64 94.2 97.0 99.8 95.3

>=65 75.3 76.0 78.7 75.6

Total 95.3 96.0 97.7 95.5



9

The structure of the population by age is particularly interesting, as different phenomena, like reproduc-
tion, mortality and migration, are strongly dependent on the lifecycle. In general, lower birth and death rates 
determine an ageing population and quite a long average life expectancy. On the other hand, populations with 
significant birth and death rates are characterised by a young age structure and shorter average life expectancy.

Graph 2.3. Population by age group and gender, 2007. (percentage composition)
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The best illustration of a population’s age structure in a particular geographical area is given by its age 
pyramid. It is linked directly to the fertility, mortality and migratory movements of the population.

Graph 2.3 shows a narrow pyramid base, indicating a lower proportion of the 0-4 age group, which corre-
sponds to the declining birth rate. The irregular shape of the age pyramid reflects the irregular trends of births and 
deaths, migration trends and external factors, such as war, which has affected the 30-39 and 60-64 age groups.

Table 2.4. Population by gender, age group and geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Age group

Geographical area  

Federation of BiH

Total

Republika Srpska

TotalGender Gender

Male Female Male Female

0-5 5.9 5.6 5.7 5.0 4.4 4.7

6-17 18.3 16.2 17.3 15.2 13.5 14.4

18-34 25.2 24.0 24.6 23.0 21.5 22.3

35-64 38.9 39.3 39.1 40.4 40.0 40.2

>=65 11.7 14.8 13.3 16.3 20.5 18.5

Average age (years) 35.8 38.1 37.0 39.6 42.0 40.8

Median age (years) 35.0 38.0 36.0 40.0 43.0 42.0

Total (=100%) 1,079,998 1,133,785 2,213,783 571,049 595,124 1,166,173
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Age group

Brcko District of BiH

Total

Bosnia and Herzegovina

TotalGender Gender

Male Female Male Female

0-5 (4.6) (6.1) 5.4 5.6 5.2 5.4

6-17 15.9 14.7 15.3 17.2 15.3 16.2

18-34 23.6 20.5 22.0 24.4 23.1 23.8

35-64 40.8 39.9 40.3 39.5 39.6 39.5

>=65 15.1 18.8 17.0 13.3 16.8 15.1

Average age (years) 38.7 40.2 39.5 37.2 39.4 38.3

Median age (years) 40.0 41.0 40.0 37.0 40.0 38.0

Total (=100%) 33,201 33,999 67,200 1,684,248 1,762,908 3,447,156

In addition to the age pyramid, it is possible to calculate indicators such as the mean and the median age 
which increase as a function of the ageing rate of the population. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the mean age is 38.3 years. The male population is on average younger than 
the female; the mean age is respectively 37.2 and 39.4 years (Table 2.4).

The gender difference increases when considering the median age; 50% of the male population is younger 
than 37, against 40 years of age for the female population. The fact that the mean age is lower than the median 
age reflects a distribution of the population by age group which is asymmetrical towards the right and towards 
younger age groups, thus indicating an older population structure.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the greatest proportion of the population is aged between 35 and 64 (39.5%). 
On average, the population of the Federation of BiH is younger, with a mean age of 37 years, while the oldest 
population is that of the Republika Srpska (40.8 years).

Minors (up to 17 years) represent 21.6% of the total population. Pre-school children (younger than 6) 
make up 5.4% of the total population. The Federation of BiH has a higher proportion of minors of age (23.0%), 
whereas the proportion of this group is lowest in the Republika Srpska (19.1%).

The elderly population (individuals aged 65 and over) accounts for 15.1% of the population, where 57 of 
100 elderly individuals are female. The percentage of women over 65 is 16.8%, whereas for men this figure is 
13.3%. The percentage of elderly people differs considerably in the three geographical areas. Analysis by geo-
graphical area shows that the highest proportion of elderly individuals lives in the Republika Srpska (18.5%), 
where one woman out of five is over 65. The lowest proportion is found in the Federation of BiH (13.3% of the 
population).

Table 2.5. Structural indicators of the population by geographical area, 2007.

Geographical area
Ratio of children

(1)

Elderly individuals per child

(2)

Ageing rate

(3)

Dependency rate

(4)

Federation of BiH 17.9 2.3 71.5 46.7

Republika Srpska 16.5 3.9 119.2 51.4

Brcko District of BiH 17.0 3.2 107.1 48.8

Bosnia and Herzegovina 17.5 2.8 86.4 48.3

1 Percentage ratio of the number of children (0-4 years) per women in fertile age (15-49). 
2 Ratio of the number of persons aged 65 and over to the number of children under 6 years of age. 
3 Percentage ratio of the population aged 65 and over to the population aged 0-14. 
4 Percentage ratio of the populations aged 0-14 and 65 and over to the population aged 15-64 (working-age population).

Structural indicators of population indicate that the Republika Srpska is the geographical area with the 
oldest population; the ratio of elderly people per child, i.e. the ratio between the number of individuals aged 65 
and over and those less than 6 years of age is 3.9 (against 2.3 in the Federation of BiH), the ageing rate indicates 
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119 individuals aged 65 and over for every 100 individuals younger than 15, and the proportion of individuals 
aged 75 and over is 6.4%, against 5.1% for the whole population (Tables 2.5 and 2.6).

On the other hand, the Federation of BiH is the geographical area with the youngest age structure, with 
72 elderly individuals per 100 individuals younger than 15, and 2 elderly individuals per each child younger 
than 6. Furthermore, for every 100 individuals, 5 are younger than 5 and 4 are aged 75 and over.

The dependency ratio in Bosnia and Herzegovina, i.e. the percentage ratio of the inactive population (in-
dividuals younger than 15 and aged over 65) and the active population (between 15 and 64) is 48.3%, meaning 
that for each 100 active individuals, there are 48 inactive individuals. This ratio exceeds 50% in the Republika 
Srpska, which is the result of the higher proportion of elderly individuals.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is characterised by a low fertility rate. The child-woman ratio is a measure, 
although not precise, of fertility, and is derived from the percentage ratio of the number of children aged 0-4 
per women aged between 15 and 49. It indicates that there are almost 18 children younger than 5 for every 100 
women between 15 and 49.

The specific fertility rate is higher in the Federation of BiH (17.9%) as compared to the Republika Srpska 
(16.5%). The value for Republika Srpska is determined by the low presence of, not only children, but also of 
women of fertile age (see Annex, Table 2). 

Table 2.6. Structural indicators of the population by geographical area and age group, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Geographical area
Population 

<5 (%)

Population 

5-14 (%)

Population 

15-64 (%)

Population 

65-74 (%)

Population 

75-84 (%)

Population 

>=85 (%)

Total 

population 

(=100%)

Federation of BiH 4.6 13.9 68.2 9.0 3.7 0.6 2,213,783

Republika Srpska 3.8 11.7 66.1 12.1 5.6 0.8 1,166,173

Brcko District of BiH (4.0) 11.8 67.2 10.7 5.9 : 67,200

Bosnia and Herzegovina 4.3 13.1 67.4 10.1 4.4 0.7 3,447,156

The population aged 85 and over accounts for 0.7% of the total population in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Territorial differences are also evident in this population, Republika Srpska had 0.8% and the Federation of BiH 
0.6% (Table 2.6). With regards to gender differences, men make up 28.5% of this age group, while the female 
population is larger, women making up 71.5% of the age group (Table 2.7). 

Table 2.7. Structural indicators of the population by geographical area and gender, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Geographical area

Population 

>=75 

(=100%)

Men >=75 

(%)

Women >=75 

(%)

Population 

>=85 

(=100%)

Men >=85 

(%)

Women 

>=85 (%)

Federation of BiH 94,615 39.1 60.9 12,983 28.2 71.8

Republika Srpska 74,640 40.6 59.4 9,295 29.5 70.5

Brcko District of BiH 4,180 (47.8) (52.2) : - :

Bosnia and Herzegovina 173,435 40.0 60.0 22,480 28.5 71.5

Of the population aged 15 and over, 61.7% are legally married or living with a partner (Table 2.8). More than 
25.0% are single, with relevant gender differences: among men the value is 30.7%, which is much higher than among 
women (21.5%).

This gender difference is even more evident in the groups aged between 25 and 34, where the percentage 
of single men is almost double compared to that of single women (46.1% and 26.1%, respectively), (see Annex, 
Table 4).
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Table 2.8. Population aged 15 and over by gender, marital status and age group, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition) 

Gender Age group

Marital status

Total (=100%)
Single

Legally married or 

living together, not 

legally married

Divorced or 

separated
Widowed

Male

15-24 95.8 4.0 : : 260,984

25-34 46.1 52.6 : : 226,992

35-64 9.5 86.2 2.2 2.1 664,609

>=65 (1.9) 78.2 (1.4) 18.5 224,060

Total >=15 30.7 63.8 1.5 4.1 1,376,645

 

Female

15-24 84.0 14.9 : : 245,232

25-34 26.1 70.5 (2.6) : 229,796

35-64 5.4 79.4 3.4 11.7 697,456

>=65 3.8 42.2 (2.0) 52.0 296,199

Total >=15 21.5 59.8 2.6 16.2 1,468,683

Total

15-24 90.1 9.3 : : 506,216

25-34 36.1 61.6 1.9 : 456,788

35-64 7.4 82.7 2.8 7.0 1,362,065

>=65 3.0 57.7 1.7 37.6 520,259

Total >=15 25.9 61.7 2.1 10.3 2,845,328

The greatest proportion of single persons are aged 15-24 (90.1%) and only 9.3% within this age group 
are legally married or living with a partner. On the other hand, the greatest proportion of married individuals 
and those living with a partner fall within the 35-64 age group (82.7%), while this value for people aged 25-34 
is 61.6%.

The number of divorces is higher among the population aged 35-64 (2.8%), whereas for those aged 65 
and over this figure amounts to 1.7%. One out of 10 people aged 15 and over is widowed and of every 100 wid-
owed individuals, 81 are female. There are no particular territorial differences linked to the marital status of 
individuals.

The socio-economic picture of the country can be enhanced through an analysis of the education level of 
the population which, of course, depends on the age structure.

The following indicators are divided by age group and gender. Every single indicator is calculated ac-
cording to the age of the population equal to or over the minimum age required to obtain a given educational 
degree.

Table 2.9. Age and education level indicators by gender and geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)

Age and education level

Geographical area

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska
Brcko District  

of BiH

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total

People aged 16 and over without an 
education title 4.9 14.4 9.8 5.1 16.9 11.2 : 12.6 8.4 4.9 15.2 10.2

People aged 65 and over without an 
education title 14.6 47.2 33.2 15.7 52.4 36.6 : (38.0) (27.5) 15.1 49.1 34.5

People aged 75 and over without an 
education title 24.5 62.2 47.5 27.2 67.0 50.9 : : (42.5) 25.7 64.2 48.8

People aged 23 and over with the 
highest level of education (a) 6.5 4.7 5.5 4.7 2.6 3.6 : : : 5.8 3.9 4.8

(a) Education level = Faculty, Academy or specialization, i.e. masters of doctorate degree.
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The percentage of people with no education level increases with age. If the average value is 10.2% among 
individuals aged 16 and over, it rises to 1/3 among those aged 65 and over and to almost one-half (48.8%) 
among those aged 75 and over (Table 2.9).

A geographical analysis indicates that Republika Srpska has the highest proportion of individuals aged 
16 and over with no education level, 11.2%, followed by the Federation of BiH with 9.8% and the Brcko District 
of BiH, with the lowest proportion of 8.4%.

Republika Srpska is also the area with the highest proportion of elderly individuals (65 and over) with no 
education level (36.6%), while this proportion is lowest in the Brcko District of BiH (27.5%).

The percentage of women with no education is almost three times higher than that of men: 15.2% of 
women aged 16 and over do not hold any education title, as opposed to 4.9% of men. This difference is more 
evident in older age groups: after 64 years of age, the percentage of individuals with no education is 15.1% for 
men and 49.1% for women. In particular, among women aged 74 and over, 64.2% do not hold any education 
title. Among men, the value is much lower (25.7%).

Graph 2.4. Population by education level, 2007. (percentage composition)
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Of individuals aged 16 and over, 30.8% have completed primary school, while 50.2% of those aged 18 and 
over have a secondary school diploma.

With reference to higher education levels, 4.3% individuals aged 20 and over have completed an acad-
emy, the first level of university or are skilled workers; 4.8% of the population aged at least 23 years hold a 
university degree.

2.2. Households
The number of households in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 1,054,613, with an average structure of 3.27 

members. More than half of the households (58.5%) live in rural/semi-urban areas, where, on average, house-
holds are larger in size (with 3.40 members as opposed to 3.08 in urban areas), (Tables 2.10 and 2.11). 

62.4% of the households are found in the Federation of BiH, 35.5% in the Republika Srpska and 2.1% 
in the Brcko District of BiH (Graph 2.5). With reference to the household size, on average, households in the 
Federation of BiH have a slightly higher number of members as opposed to the Republika Srpska and the Brcko 
District of BiH.
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Graph 2.5. Households by geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)
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In Republika Srpska, 65.5% of households live in rural/semi/urban areas, in the Federation of BiH these 
households amount to 54.7% and in the Brcko District of BiH they amount to 53.2%. Rural/semi-urban house-
holds in the Republika Srpska are predominantly composed of elderly people and represent 3/4 of the elderly 
living alone or as a couple.

Table 2.10. Households by settlement type and geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Settlement type
Geographical area Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

Urban 45.3 34.5 46.8 41.5

Rural/semi-urban 54.7 65.5 53.2 58.5

Total (=100%) 657,984 374,715 21,914 1,054,613

The average household size in the Federation of BiH is 3.06 in urban areas and 3.62 in rural/semi-urban 
areas, whereas there are no differences in household size between rural/semi-urban and urban areas in the 
Brcko District of BiH (3.07 members), (Table 2.11).

The analysis of household size indicates a high percentage of large households. Almost half (44.3%) of 
the households are composed of at least 4 members, and approximately 1/5 are households with five or more 
members (20.7%). Households with four or more members are mostly composed of couples with two or more 
children, representing approximately 1/4 of the total households (Table 2.12). In particular, couples with three 
or more children (6.9% of the total households) represent approximately 1/3 of the households with five or 
more members. The remaining 2/3 are households of a different typology: single parents and couples with chil-
dren living with others.

Table 2.11. Household size by geographical area and average number of members by settlement type  
and geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Household size

Geographical area
Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of BiH Republika Srpska
Brcko  

District of BiH

1 member 12.8 17.9 19.3 14.8

2 members 21.2 25.1 25.1 22.7

3 members 19.0 17.2 (14.5) 18.3

4 members 25.5 20.2 22.9 23.6

5 and more members 21.5 19.5 18.2 20.7

Total (=100%) 657,984 374,715 21,914 1,054,613

Average number of members:

   Urban 3.06 3.14 3.07 3.08

   Rural/semi-urban 3.62 3.10 3.07 3.40

Total 3.36 3.11 3.07 3.27
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The category “other typologies” characterises over 1/5 (21.3%) of the households in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, approximately 12% being couples with children living with other relatives/parents, 3.8% single parents 
and other relatives and 5.3% households with varying aggregate members (other).

Table 2.12. Household typology by geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Household typology

Geographical area
Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of 

BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko  

District of BiH

SMH < 65 years 4.5 6.8 (5.6) 5.3

SMH >=65 years 8.4 11.1 13.7 9.5

CWOC < 65 years 6.8 8.0 (9.2) 7.3

CWOC >=65 years 8.4 11.1 (10.8) 9.4

Couple with 1 child 14.5 12.1 (10.3) 13.6

Couple with 2 children 21.7 15.9 20.7 19.6

Couple with 3 and more children 8.4 4.2 (7.7) 6.9

Single parents 7.5 6.6 : 7.1

Other typologies: 19.9 24.3 16.0 21.3

Single parents + other relatives 3.9 3.8 : 3.8

Couple with children + other relatives 7.4 8.3 : 7.7

Couple with children + parents 4.2 5.0 : 4.5

Other 4.3 7.1 : 5.3

Total (=100%) 657,984 374,715 21,914 1,054,613

Couples with two children (19.6%) and couples with one child (13.6%) represent quite frequent house-
hold typologies.

People living alone represent 14.8% of the total households. Among them, elderly people (aged 65 and 
over) represent more than 60% of the total and are mostly women; of 100 single people aged 65 and over, 76 are 
women (Tables 2.12 and 2.13).

Table 2.13. Single parents with children and elderly people living alone by geographical area and gender, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Geographical area

Single parents Elderly people living alone

Male Female
Total 

(=100%)
Male Female Total (=100%)

Federation of BiH 19.3 80.7 49,108 21.1 78.9 54,986

Republika Srpska (18.3) 81.7 24,849 27.6 72.4 41,764

Brcko District of BiH : : : : (75.4) 3,012

Bosnia and Herzegovina 19.0 81.0 75,253 23.9 76.1 99,762

There are no geographical differences for single parents and elderly people living alone. However, gender 
differences are evident. Thus, over 80% of single parents are in fact single women. As already mentioned, a simi-
lar situation is observed among elderly people living alone, where the majority are women (76.1%). 

To summarise, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 71 of 100 households are composed of at least one elderly 
person or one minor (Table 2.14). Couples without children constitute 16.7% of the households, and in the 
majority of cases the household head is aged 65 and over, whereas single parent households represent 7.1% of 
households in BiH. 

Households with at least one minor represent 41.0% of total number, while 5.5% of households have 
three or more members younger than 18.

More than 1/3 (37.3%) of the total households in Bosnia and Herzegovina have at least one elderly indi-
vidual, and 32% of cases (11.9% of the total), have at least two elderly individuals.
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Table 2.14. Households with elderly and minor members by geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

 

Geographical area

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska
Brcko  

District of BiH

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

No elderly individuals (a) 65.9 57.3 60.0 62.7

1 elderly individual 23.7 28.3 28.0 25.4

2 and more elderly individuals 10.4 14.4 (12.0) 11.9

At least one elderly individual 34.1 42.7 40.0 37.3

No minors (b) 55.3 65.3 63.6 59.0

1 minor 20.2 15.2 (14.8) 18.3

2 minors 18.3 15.3 16.6 17.2

3 and more minors 6.2 4.2 : 5.5

At least one minor 44.7 34.7 36.4 41.0

Households with no elderly individuals 
or minors 28.5 30.7 29.9 29.3

Total (=100%) 657,984 374,715 21,914 1,054,613

(a) Elderly individual = person aged 65 and over; 
(b) Minor = person younger than 18 years.

The younger population of the Federation of BiH contributes to the greater presence of larger households, 
composed of couples with children. In fact, 47.0% households in the Federation of BiH have at least 4 members; 
in the majority of cases they are made up of couples with 2 or more children (30.1% of the total households).

In this area, households with at least one minor represent 44.7% of the total households, and households 
with at least one elderly individual represent 34.1% of the total.

In the Republika Srpska there is a high number of households with elderly individuals; almost 43% of the 
households have at least one member aged over 64 and almost 14% have two or more elderly individuals. As a 
consequence, the occurrence of “other typology” households is high (24.3% of the total households), i.e. those 
represented by the coexistence of members belonging to different generations. Households where at least one 
member lives together with a couple with children occur in 54.7% of the other typology households, whereas 
in 15.6% of cases, households are composed of single parents and other relatives. 

In addition, 65.3% of households in the Republika Srpska have no members under 18 years of age, and 
only 4.2% have three or more minors.
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3. HOUSEHOLD PARTICIPATION IN THE LABOUR MARKET
The analysis of household participation in the labour market has been carried out by characteristics of 

the household and the household head, due to its significance for consumption expenditure analysis.
Moreover, the characteristics of the household head in terms of employment have a major influence on 

the household purchasing power, the consumption expenditure level and therefore the living standard of its 
members. The household head is defined by the household itself as the most important person, the person who 
takes the main decisions, recognised as such by the other members.

The characteristics of the household head therefore may be considered as a proxy of the socio-economic 
characteristics of the whole household.

As already pointed out in Chapter 2, the average size of the household in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 3.27; 
on average the number of people aged 15 and over is 2.7 and that of people belonging to the labour force is 1.36. 
(Graph 3.1) On average, each household in Bosnia and Herzegovina has one employed member (0.91).

Graph 3.1. Average number of: people; people aged 15 and over; people in the labour force and employed people  
in the household, 2007. (absolute values)
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Table 3.1. Average number of: people, people aged 15 and over; people in the labour force; employed people;  
job seekers; people out of the labour force; retired people and people in other conditions in the household  

by geographical area, 2007. (absolute values)

Geographical area Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

Number of people 3.36 3.11 3.07 3.27

Number of people aged 15 and over 2.74 2.63 2.58 2.70

Number of people in the labour force 1.37 1.35 1.26 1.36

Number of employed individuals 0.93 0.91 0.76 0.91

Number of job-seekers 0.44 0.44 0.50 0.45

Number of people out of the labour force 1.37 1.28 1.32 1.34

Number of retired individuals 0.39 0.40 0.30 0.39

Number of individuals in other condition 0.98 0.88 1.02 0.95
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The geographical differences indicate that in the Federation of BiH, the entity with the largest average 
household size, almost all indicators have highest values. This is not the case for the average number of people 
searching for a job and the average number of individuals in other conditions, for which the Brcko District of 
BiH has a higher value, or for the average number of retired individuals, for which the highest value is in Re-
publika Srpska (Table 3.1).

The total number of households with members in the labour force is 777,806. “Full employment” is the 
term used to denote households where all members in the labour force are employed. Of the total households 
in the labour force, 54.9% are in full employment. The opposite are households with at least one member in 
the labour force, but without any employed members. These households are termed “fully unemployed” and 
amount to 16.7% (Graph 3.2). 

 Graph 3.2. Households with members in the labour force, 2007. (percentage composition)
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Total households with members in the labour force: 777,806 (=100%)

The total number of households with no members in the labour force is 276,807 (Graph 3.3). Almost 30% 
of those households belong to the category “fully retired”, meaning that all members are retired, while in 32.8% 
of households all members are within other conditions (students, unable to work and others).

Graph 3.3. Households with no members in the labour force, 2007. (percentage composition)
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Total households with no members in the labour force: 276,807 (=100%)

Considering all households (1,054,613), 73.8% of them have at least one member in the labour force 
(Table 3.2). More than 3/4 of households in the Federation of BiH have at least one member in the labour force, 
while in Republika Srpska and in the Brcko District of BiH almost 30% of households have no members in the 
labour force.
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So called households in “full employment” represent 40.5% of total households. These are, in particular, 
couples with children (27.0% with two children, 17.0% with one child and 8.3% with three or more children). 
Couples with children living with parents or other relatives (mainly elderly individuals outside the labour force) 
constitute 14.4%, while the remaining 11.9% are single parents living (7.9%) or not (4.0%) with other rela-
tives.

Table 3.2. Households by labour market participation and geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

 

Geographical area
Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of 

BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko District 

BiH

Households in labour force

(at least one member in labour force):
75.4 71.0 70.2 73.8

- Full employment 42.0 38.4 32.2 40.5

- Highest or equal percentage of employment 18.0 17.1 15.5 17.7

- Highest percentage of unemployment 3.2 3.5 : 3.3

- Full unemployment 12.2 12.0 19.9 12.3
Households out of labour force

(no members in labour force):
24.6 29.0 29.8 26.2

- Full retired 7.6 8.2 (7.0) 7.8

- Highest or equal percentage of retired 8.1 9.8 (8.4) 8.7

- Highest percentage with other condition 1.3 (0.9) : 1.1

- Full other condition 7.6 10.1 (13.5) 8.6

Total households (=100%) 657,984 374,715 21,914 1,054,613

When considering households in the labour force, the Federation of BiH shows the highest percentage 
of full employment, whereas the Brcko District of BiH shows the highest value of full unemployment, and is 
significantly higher than the state level percentage (Graph 3.4).

Graph 3.4. Households with members in the labour force by geographical area, 2007. (percentage composition)
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Taking into account only households out of the labour force, 31.1% of households in the Federation of 
BiH are fully retired and 30.8% households are fully in other conditions (students, unable to work and other), 
(Graph 3.5). In Republika Srpska, 33.7% of households out of the labour force have the highest or equal per-
centage of retired members.
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Graph 3.5. Households with no members in the labour force by geographical area, 2007. (percentage composition)
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The majority of households in Bosnia and Herzegovina (61.8%) are headed by people between 35 and 
64 years, while 30.2% of household heads are aged 64 and over. More than 3/4 of the household heads are em-
ployed or retired. The percentages of household heads who are unemployed or looking for employment or are 
housewives are similar (10.4% and 9.6%, respectively), (Table 3.3).

The percentages of household heads differ by age. In the group aged 65 and over, 68.2% are retired peo-
ple, while almost 82% of young household heads are employed.

Table 3.3. Household heads by current activity status and age group, 2007. (in thousands and percentage composition)

Age group

Current activity status (household head)

Employed
Unemployed or 

looking for first job
Housewives Retired Other Total

15-34 14.5 9.9 : - (7.2) 8.0

35-64 82.2 90.1 41.2 32.4 33.3 61.8

>=65 3.3 - 57.7 67.6 59.5 30.2

Total (=100%) 477 109 101 321 46 1,055

Age group Employed
Unemployed or 

looking for first job
Housewives Retired Other

Total 

(=100%)

15-34 81.8 12.8 : - (3.9) 84

35-64 60.1 15.1 6.4 16.0 2.4 652

>=65 4.9 - 18.3 68.2 8.6 319

Total 45.2 10.4 9.6 30.5 4.4 1,055

The Brcko District of BiH shows significant differences from the entity and national levels. Only 37.3% of 
household heads in the Brcko District of BiH are employed, and 19.1% of them are unemployed or looking for 
a first job. The Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska have the same percentage of retired household heads 
(30.6%), while the Brcko District of BiH has a significantly lower percentage here as well, (24.2%). The percent-
age of housewives is more or less the same in each geographical area (Graph 3.6).
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Graph 3.6. Household heads by current activity status and geographical area, 2007. (percentage composition)
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Almost 80% of the household heads are men, labour market analysis by gender of the household head 
would not be reliable for women, and as such was not conducted.

Among household heads, more than half have secondary education, over 40% are people with low levels 
of education, whereas a high level of education characterises only 5.4% of household heads (Graph 3.7).

Low education levels categorise 90.0% of housewives, while the figure is 78.2% for people in the category 
“other”, 49.8% for retired household heads and the percentage decreases to 23.2% for employed household heads.

Graph 3.7. Household heads by current activity status and education level, 2007. (percentage composition)
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The activity rate for household heads aged between 15 and 34 is very high (94.7%). This is confirmed by 
the fact that almost all household heads in this age group are employed or are looking for employment (seldom 
is a young household head a housewife or a person from the category “other”). In addition, the employment rate 
of household heads aged between 15 and 34 years is considerably high, 81.8%, while the unemployment rate is 
lower and amounts to 13.6% (Graph 3.8).
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Graph 3.8. Activity, employment and unemployment rates for household heads by age group, 2007. (percentage values)
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Note: Activity and employment rates are the ratios of the number of active individuals, i.e. employed (household heads) 
in the total population of household heads. The unemployment rate is the ratio of the number of unemployed (household 
heads) in the population of household heads in the labour force.

The highest values for the activity rate and employment rate are observed among household heads with 
a high education level. On the other hand, their unemployment rate is very low (5.8%), almost four times lower 
than that observed among household heads with low education levels (Graph 3.9).

Graph 3.9. Activity, employment and unemployment rates for household heads by education level, 2007.  
(percentage values)
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Note: Activity and employment rates are the ratios of the number of active individuals, i.e. employed (household heads) 
in the total population of household heads. The unemployment rate is the ratio of the number of unemployed (household 
heads) in the population of household heads in the labour force.

More than 60% of the household heads have, or have had, permanent jobs (with indefinite contracts) 
and there are no marked geographical differences (Table 3.4). The Federation of BiH, as opposed to the Repub-
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lika Srpska and Brcko District of BiH, have a lower percentage of employers and self-employed people (5.9% 
and 15.6% respectively). There are no relevant differences for people employed with other types of contract, 
which represent 16.6% of the employed or unemployed household heads.

Table 3.4. Household heads by professional status and geographical area, 2007.  
(in thousands and percentage composition)

Geographical area

Professional status (household head)

Employers
Self-employed or 

free occupation

Employees with 

permanent 

job (indefinite 

contract)

Employees with 

other type of 

contract

Total 

(=100%)

Federation of BiH 5.9 15.6 60.4 18.1 366

Republika Srpska 6.2 20.3 59.7 13.8 198

Brcko District of BiH : (18.9) 56.6 (17.9) 12

Bosnia and Herzegovina 6.0 17.3 60.1 16.6 576

Geographical area Employers
Self-employed or 

free occupation

Employees with 

permanent 

job (indefinite 

contract)

Employees with 

other type of 

contract

Total

Federation of BiH 62.4 57.4 63.8 69.1 63.5

Republika Srpska 35.3 40.3 34.2 28.6 34.4

Brcko District of BiH : (2.3) 2.0 (2.3) 2.1

Bosnia and Herzegovina (=100%) 35 99 346 96 576

Note: the figures refer to employed and unemployed household heads.

With reference to currently employed household heads in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 6.7% are employ-
ers and 18.8% are self-employed or in a free occupation. The majority of household heads which are currently 
employed with a permanent job (indefinite contract) are found in the Federation of BiH (63.1%), followed by 
Republika Srpska (57.1%) and the Brcko District of BiH (54.9%), while 13.6% of household heads are currently 
employed with other types of contracts.

More than 1/4 of the employed and unemployed household heads fall within the industry sector; this is 
closely followed by the transport and communication sector (22.1%), the social service (19.9%), construction 
(17.9%) and agriculture and fisheries (13.6%) sectors. The lowest number of household heads is found in the 
financial mediation sector (1.6%), (Graph 3.10). As has already been pointed out with reference to the whole 
population, Republika Srpska is characterised by the highest proportion of household heads working, or having 
worked, in the agriculture and fisheries sector (21.4%), while the Brcko District of BiH has a very high percent-
age of household heads in the trade, transport and communication sectors (29.0%).

Graph 3.10. Household heads by occupation sector and geographical area, 2007. (percentage composition)
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The household standard of living, as already mentioned, is strongly associated with the characteristics of 
the household head. For this reason, this chapter ends with an analysis of labour market participation by the 
main characteristics of the household head.

Households with a higher number of members are more often headed by a person in the labour force 
(employed or unemployed). These are households where the presence of children is significant. The average 
number of members is lower for households where the household head is a housewife. The highest average 
number of employed people is observed among households headed by a person belonging to the labour force 
(employed or searching for a job) (1.9 and 2 respectively), while this value is lower for households headed by 
housewives and retired individuals. All of them show the highest presence of people out of the labour market 
(women and elderly individuals), (Graph 3.11).

The trend observed for the average number of employed people is very interesting; it is 1.5 if the house-
hold head is employed and 0.5 if the household head is searching for a job.

On the other hand, the average number of members searching for a job is 0.4 among households headed 
by an employed person. This increases to 1.5 if the household head is searching for a job.

Graph 3.11. Average number of: people; people aged 15 and over; people in the labour force and employed people  
in the household by current activity status of the household head, 2007. (absolute values)
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This result is also confirmed by the full employment indicator; in over 2/3 of the households headed 
by an employed person (70.1%), members in the labour force are fully employed. The percentage increases to 
96.0% if households where more than 50% of the labour force is employed are included (Graph 3.12).

On the other hand, among households headed by a person searching for a job, almost 2/3 are at full un-
employment, and the percentage increases to over 70% if households where the majority of the labour force is 
unemployed are taken into account.
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Graph 3.12. Households by labour market participation and current activity status of the household head, 2007. 
(percentage composition) 
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Households where the household head has a high education level have the highest average number of 
members in the labour force, the highest number of employed members and the lowest number of job seekers. 
This confirms their better employment status (Graph 3.13).

Graph 3.13. Average number of: people; people aged 15 and over; people in the labour force and employed people in the 
household by education level of the household head, 2007. (absolute values)
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Of the total number of households where the household head has a high education level, 64.9% are 
households at full employment, while 14.2% are households where the household head has a low education 
level and the household is in full unemployment (Graph 3.14).
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Graph 3.14. Households by labour market participation and education level of the household head, 2007.  
(percentage composition)
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4. HOUSING CONDITIONS: DWELLING CHARACTERS  
    AND OWNERSHIP OF DURABLE GOODS

4.1. Dwelling characteristics
Dwelling characteristics, the availability of services and goods and the expenditure incurred for rent or 

bills represent the basic information used for the analysis of housing conditions in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Almost 3/4 of households live in an detached house and less than 1/5 in multifamily residential build-

ings. The percentage of other construction types (“lamella/housing block/duplex unit”, “prefabricated building”, 
“other building”) is very low, 2.0% of the total households. Households occupying only one part of a dwelling 
unit make up 7.4%. According to geographical area, it can be observed that the highest percentage of house-
holds live in detached houses (Table 4.1).

Table 4.1. Main dwelling unit by construction type and geographical area, 2007.  
(in thousands and percentage composition)

Geographical area

Construction type

Multifamily 

residential building
Detached house Part of house Other Total (=100%)

Federation of BiH 22.4 66.0 9.7 2.0 658

Republika Srpska 15.2 79.1 3.6 2.0 375

Brcko District of BiH (8.8) 86.7 : : 22

Bosnia and Herzegovina 19.6 71.1 7.4 2.0 1,055

Geographical area
Multifamily 

residential building
Detached house Part of house Other Total

Federation of BiH 71.4 57.9 81.5 62.3 62.4

Republika Srpska 27.7 39.5 17.5 36.8 35.5

Brcko District of BiH (0.9) 2.5 : : 2.1

Bosnia and Herzegovina (=100%) 206 750 78 21 1,055

Dwellings with an internal bathroom that has a toilet make up 93.1% of the total and those with drink-
ing water, 94.1% (Graph. 4.1). Almost all households live in a dwelling with electric power, while 77.3% have a 
telephone line, 38.3% have a garage and more than half have a garden.

The differences between geographical areas with regards to the infrastructure of dwellings are very small. 
The situation in the Republika Srpska seems to be worst in terms of availability of an internal bathroom. Access 
to drinking water and telephone lines is lower in the Republika Srpska and the Brcko District of BiH than in 
the Federation of BiH. On the other hand, the proportion of households with a garden in somewhat greater in 
the Republika Srpska. 

Graph 4.1. Main dwelling services by geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)
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Elderly households (singles or couples), more often than other typologies, live in houses without an in-
ternal bathroom, toilet or drinking water (Table 4.2). The availability of a garages is also lower than average.

Table 4.2. Main dwelling services by household typology, 2007. (percentage values)

Household typology

Services

Internal 

bathroom & 

toilet

Toilet
Drinking 

water
Electric power Garage Garden

SMH <65 years 86.9 16.1 90.0 99.7 19.9 41.7

SMH >=65 years 85.5 13.1 88.9 99.6 16.3 43.8

CWOC <65 years 94.5 16.1 94.7 100.0 40.1 52.5

CWOC >=65 years 91.7 15.5 93.4 99.6 32.2 57.2

Couple with 1 child 94.3 16.6 95.0 99.9 39.5 50.6

Couple with 2 children 96.1 18.6 96.8 99.9 43.8 55.6

Couple with 3 and more children 94.5 25.0 94.3 100.0 48.1 63.2

Single parent 92.3 16.1 93.3 100.0 27.0 44.2

Single parent + other relatives 96.4 19.5 96.6 99.7 41.2 61.2

Couple with children + other relatives 95.4 23.6 95.6 100.0 54.8 72.7

Couple with children + parents 95.7 20.9 95.9 100.0 57.5 72.3

Other 90.3 17.8 90.6 100.0 40.9 63.4

Around 245 thousand households live in houses equipped with a heating system. The majority have 
central heating (41.0%), 39.6% have self-provided heating and other types of heating apparatus (Table 4.3). The 
total number of households without a heating system is 807,626.

Table 4.3. Main dwelling heating system by geographical area, 2007. (in thousands and percentage composition)

Geographical area

Heating system

Households 

without 

heating 

system

Total 

households 

(a)

Central 

heating from 

heating plant 

(%)

Self-provided 

heating (%)

Single 

equipment-

apparatus 

and other 

(%)

Total 

households 

with heating 

system

(=100%)

Federation of BiH 46.2 39.0 14.8 164 493 657

Republika Srpska 31.6 39.6 28.8 78 296 374

Brcko District of BiH : (75.0) : (3) 19 22

Bosnia and Herzegovina 41.0 39.6 19.4 245 808 1,053

(a) The total refers to dwellings with a construction type different than “other”.

Among households living in dwellings without central heating (around 952 thousand), 91.5% use coal, 
firewood and other solid fuels to heat the dwelling (Table 4.4). 

Table 4.4. Main dwelling heating system by fuel type, 2007. (in thousands and percentage composition)

Geographical area

Households without central heating

Central 

heating from 

heating plant

Total 

households 

(a)

Gas by  

city network 

(%)

Electricity 

(%)

Coal,  firewood 

and other solid 

fuels 

(%)

Mazut, 

heating fuel 

or other 

liquid fuel 

(%)

Total household 

without 

central heating 

(=100%)

Federation of BiH 5.6 4.2 89.1 (1.1) 581 76 657

Republika Srpska : 3.1 95.9 : 349 25 374

Brcko District of BiH - (13.0) 87.0 - 22 : 22

Bosnia and Herzegovina 3.4 4.0 91.5 (1.0) 952  101 1,053

(a) The total refers to dwellings with a construction type different than “other”.
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The majority of households (41.7%) live in a three-room dwelling unit, followed by those living in a 
dwelling composed of four rooms (23.5%). The percentage of households living in one room or a dwelling with 
more than five rooms is low (Table 4.5).

Table 4.5. Main dwelling number of rooms and average area by geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute values, values in thousands and percentage composition)

Number of 

rooms

Geographical area

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH Bosnia and Herzegovina

 % 

composition

Average 

area in m2

 % 

composition

Average area 

in m2

 % 

composition

Average area 

in m2

 % 

composition

Average area 

in m2

1 1.8 37.94 1.9 28.20 : : 1.8 34.57

2 15.8 49.65 19.0 46.42 31.0 52.76 17.3 48.51

3 40.4 63.96 44.1 63.15 38.5 81.97 41.7 64.00

4 24.0 83.98 23.1 84.31 15.7 97.71 23.5 84.29

5 10.9 101.48 7.0 102.16 (7.2) (116.70) 9.5 101.90

6 and more 7.1 123.15 5.0 130.29 : : 6.3 125.49

Total (=100%) (a) 657 74.32 374 70.25 22 79.44 1,053 72.98

(a) The total refers to dwellings with a construction type different than “other”.

The average area of dwellings in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 73 m2. There are no significant differences in the 
average area between geographical areas. On average, single member households live in smaller dwelling units as 
compared to other household typologies. Besides single member households, single parent households (on aver-
age 2.46 members) and couples without children live in relatively smaller dwelling units. The largest dwellings 
are occupied by households with aggregate members of couples with 3 and more children (Table 4.6).

Table 4.6. Average number of members, main dwelling number of rooms and square meters  
by household typology, 2007. (absolute values)

Household typology Average number of members Average number of rooms Average area in m2

SMH <65 years 1.00 2.7 57.09

SMH >=65 years 1.00 2.7 57.45

CWOC <65 years 2.00 3.2 66.95

CWOC >=65 years 2.00 3.1 66.26

Couple with 1 child 3.00 3.4 72.05

Couple with 2 children 4.00 3.5 75.81

Couple with 3 and more children 5.27 3.9 84.00

Single parent 2.46 3.2 67.16

Single parent + other relatives 4.73 3.8 81.48

Couple with children + other relatives 5.71 4.3 88.34

Couple with children + parents 5.23 4.1 86.96

Other 3.81 3.6 81.66

Most households (91.2%) own the dwelling they live in. Only 3.6% rent or sublet dwelling units (Table 
4.7). The highest percentage of ownership is observed in the Brcko District of BiH, while the Republika Srpska 
shows the highest percentage of households renting dwelling units.
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Table 4.7. Main dwelling by legal status of use and geographical area, 2007. (in thousands and percentage composition)

Geographical area
Legal status of use Total (=100%) 

(a)Rent or sublet Owner or joint owner Other

Federation of BiH 3.5 91.2 5.3 657

Republika Srpska 4.0 91.1 4.9 374

Brcko District of BiH : 92.6 : 22

Bosnia and Herzegovina 3.6 91.2 5.2 1,053

(a) The total refers to dwellings with a construction type different than “other”.

The most widespread legal status for all household typologies is ownership of the dwelling unit: with 
values above 90% observed among elderly households (singles or couples) and among households with 3 and 
more children, couples younger than 65 without children and households with aggregate members, who prob-
ably decided to live together in order to benefit from the availability of a dwelling unit (Graph 4.2).

Graph 4.2. Main dwelling by ownership or joint ownership and household typology, 2007. (percentage values)
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More than 3/4 of households renting a dwelling rent it without equipment and it is obvious that the aver-
age monthly rent is higher for dwellings rented with equipment (179.75 KM) as compared to 148.25 KM for 
unequipped dwellings.

The highest monthly rent is observed in the Federation of BiH and the lowest in the Brcko District of 
BiH (Table 4.8).

Table 4.8. Rented/sublet main dwellings and average monthly rent by geographical area and equipment, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Geographical area
Rented or sublet houses 

(%)

Average monthly rent 

(KM)

Federation of BiH 3.5 160.09

Republika Srpska 4.0 149.36

Brcko District of BiH : :

Bosnia and Herzegovina 3.6 155.57

Equipped   

Yes 23.2 179.75

No 76.8 148.25
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4.2. Ownership of durable goods
Almost all households own the following main durable goods: refrigerator, electric or gas cooker, wash-

ing machine, cleaning equipment or stove, boiler and hood. In all cases, the percentage of ownership is above 
85% (Graph 4.3).

The percentage of households with sewing or knitting machines (14.8%), dish washers (9.7%) and air 
conditioning systems (5.1%) is very low.

The geographical values indicate that the Republika Srpska has the lowest percentages for all goods con-
sidered (apart from firewood and coal stoves and sewing and knitting machines), given the rural/semi-urban 
characterisation of the area.

The Brcko District of BiH has the highest percentage of households with cleaning equipment and refrig-
erators.

Graph 4.3. Ownership of durable goods by geographical area, 2007. (percentage values) 
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Table 4.9. Ownership of durable goods by household typology, 2007. (percentage values)

Household 

typology

Durable goods

Electric 

and gas 

cookers

Firewood 

and coal 

stove 

Refrigerator, 

freezer, etc.

Dish 

washer

Clothes 

washing 

machine

Cleaning 

equipment

Stoves, 

boiler, 

hoods

Air 

conditioning

Sewing and 

knitting 

machines

SMH <65 years 85.9 80.2 92.5 (5.4) 69.3 76.7 78.3 (5.4) (7.5)

SMH >=65 years 84.8 85.3 94.4 : 62.7 72.9 75.0 : (6.1)

CWOC <65 years 91.2 79.5 98.9 10.6 88.3 90.9 88.4 (6.7) 13.9

CWOC >=65 years 87.8 84.5 97.6 (4.7) 80.8 82.0 84.3 (4.0) 11.6

Couple with 1 child 94.4 80.5 98.4 13.2 91.3 92.8 88.7 7.4 14.3

Couple with 2 
children 93.7 82.6 98.9 13.8 94.1 94.8 90.8 5.8 17.1

Couple with 3 and 
more children 89.4 92.7 98.2 15.1 91.0 92.2 89.0 (7.6) 16.5

Single parent 91.0 82.4 96.7 (8.9) 84.2 89.1 85.9 : 13.4

Single parent + 
other relatives 92.8 86.5 98.6 (7.5) 92.5 91.3 86.6 : (17.7)

Couple with 
children + other 
relatives 

92.7 92.6 99.1 (8.7) 93.3 93.5 90.1 (5.4) 23.7

Couple with 
children + parents 92.6 91.2 97.5 (12.1) 94.4 95.7 86.8 : 23.2

Other 91.1 90.0 97.8 (6.6) 82.3 86.5 85.5 : 15.5

Total 91.0 84.8 97.6 9.7 86.1 88.8 86.4 5.1 14.8
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Ownership of durable goods, such as firewood and coal stoves, washing machines and cleaning equip-
ment seems to be linked to household size; larger households and households with children mostly show higher 
percentages of ownership. Dish washers, stoves, boilers, hoods and air conditioning systems are mainly avail-
able in households with children, whereas sewing and knitting machines are more widespread among house-
holds with aggregate members and mainly characterise rural/semi-urban areas (Table 4.9).

More than half of the households in Bosnia and Herzegovina (51.9%) own a car. In general, the most 
widespread vehicle owned is the car, followed by bicycles (24.1%), (Table 4.10).

Table 4.10. Ownership of vehicles by geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)

Geographical area 

Vehicles

Cars Motorcycles
Motorbikes, scooter,  

mopeds
Bicycles

Federation of BiH 53.3 1.1 1.7 21.6

Republika Srpska 49.6 (0.8) 2.1 28.3

Brcko District of BiH 52.2 : : 27.8

Bosnia and Herzegovina 51.9 1.0 1.9 24.1

The percentage ownership of cars by older couples without children is 23.0%; and the value is remarkably 
low for single parents (35.1%), (Graph 4.4).

Ownership of cars among couples with one, two and three or more children is higher than 60%, while 
that for couples with children living with parents and other relatives is higher than 75%.

Graph 4.4. Ownership of cars by household typology, 2007. (percentage values)
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Of the total number of households, 71.0% own mobile phones, 15.2% own a satellite dish and less than 
2% own an answering machine or fax (Graph 4.5).

Households in the Federation of BiH have the highest percentage of ownership of communication equipment.

Graph 4.5. Ownership of communication equipment by geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)
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Table 4.11. Ownership of communication equipment by household typology, 2007. (percentage values)

Household typology
Communication equipment

Telephone Mobile phone Satellite dish

SMH <65 years 59.1 49.4 (7.9)

SMH >=65 years 61.2 10.3 (5.3)

CWOC <65 years 81.2 65.3 15.1

CWOC >=65 years 80.5 26.5 8.0

Couple with 1 child 81.0 86.1 16.6

Couple with 2 children 79.1 93.6 21.1

Couple with 3 and more children 75.5 92.0 19.2

Single parent 75.5 75.9 9.6

Single parent + other relatives 80.9 88.1 (12.3)

Couple with children + other relatives 86.3 90.0 21.9

Couple with children + parents 83.5 93.2 24.9

Other 77.3 73.4 14.8

Total 77.1 71.0 15.2

Elderly individuals (singles or couples) have the lowest ownership rate of mobile phones. Couples with 
children show the highest values for communication equipment (Table 4.11).

Table 4.12. Ownership of recreational equipment by geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)

Geographical area

Recreational equipment

Television

Video 

recorder/

DVD

HiFi 

systems

Personal 

computer, 

printer

Internet 

connection 

service

Boat, canoe, 

windsurfing 

board

Musical 

instrument

Federation of BiH 97.8 65.2 72.2 28.2 12.3 1.1 5.1

Republika Srpska 94.8 43.1 48.2 20.4 8.7 (0.8) 4.1

Brcko District of BiH 98.9 53.6 31.7 17.7 : : (6.5)

Bosnia and Herzegovina 96.8 57.1 62.8 25.2 10.9 1.0: 4.8

Almost every household owns a television, more than half of them own a video recorder or DVD and 
a Hi-Fi system. Of the total number of households, 25.2% own a personal computer and 10.9% have internet 
access (Table 4.12). The percentage of households owning musical instruments (4.8%), a boat, a canoe or a 
windsurfing board is very low (1.0%).

The percentage of single member households owning a television is lower than the average. Couples with 
children have a remarkably high percentage of ownership of video-recorders and DVDs, as do households with 
aggregate members. Hi-Fi systems are rarer among the elderly population and in single member households. 
However, the most significant differences are observed for ownership of person computers, where the highest 
percentage of ownership is among households with children, single parents and households with aggregate 
members (Table 4.13).
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Table 4.13. Ownership of recreational equipment by household typology, 2007. (percentage values)

Household typology

Recreational equipment

Television

Video 

recorder/

DVD

HiFi systems

Personal 

computer, 

printer

Internet 

connection 

service

SMH <65 years 89.0 34.6 48.3 (10.2) (5.9)

SMH >=65 years 86.4 9.4 36.2 : :

CWOC <65 years 98.1 54.0 58.6 13.0 (6.5)

CWOC >=65 years 95.4 23.1 42.9 : :

Couple with 1 child 98.5 70.1 72.8 30.5 13.9

Couple with 2 children 99.5 76.4 75.8 46.0 19.9

Couple with 3 and more children 99.2 75.4 72.2 36.6 12.5

Single parent 98.3 58.6 63.8 22.6 12.4

Single parent + other relatives 98.2 67.7 67.2 30.0 (12.5)

Couple with children + other relatives 99.5 74.2 72.3 26.3 (8.5)

Couple with children + parents 100.0 76.6 70.4 42.7 16.7

Other 96.6 50.4 56.3 20.2 (10.6)
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5. CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE: LEVEL AND STRUCTURE

5.1. Key results
In Bosnia and Herzegovina, in 2007, the average monthly consumption expenditure for a household 

amounted to 1,541.43 KM.
A single household spends on average 511.17 KM per month for the purchase of foodstuff and beverages, 

while the expenditure for non-food goods and services amounted to 1,030.26 KM (Tables 5.1 and 5.2).
One third of the total expenditure of a household is therefore devoted to foodstuff and beverages, 22.1% 

to dwelling maintenance and management, 14.5% to transport and communications, 5.4% to furnishing, 
household equipment and routine maintenance, 5.3% to clothing and footwear, 4.0% for health services and 
the remaining 15.3% to the remaining goods and services (tobacco, recreation and culture, education, catering 
and accommodation services and other).

If the basic monthly household expenditure is added together (food, bills, health services, transport and 
education) it can be observed that almost 3/4 (71.0%) of the household expenditure is devoted to essential 
goods and services that cannot be reduced and which amount to 1,096.18 KM per month for the average house-
hold in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Table 5.1. Average monthly expenditure by expenditure category, 2007. (values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category
Average monthly expenditure 

(KM)

% 

composition

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 511.17 33.2

Tobacco 31.09 2.0

Clothing and footwear 81.45 5.3

Housing 227.10 14.7

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 114.39 7.4
Furnishing, household equipment and routine maintenance of the 
dwelling 83.79 5.4

Health 62.08 4.0

Transport 173.35 11.2

Communication 50.53 3.3

Recreation and culture 56.16 3.6

Education 8.09 0.5

Catering services 31.58 2.0

Accommodation services 12.24 0.8

Other goods and services 98.40 6.4

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,030.26 66.8

TOTAL (=100%) 1,541.43 100.0

Focusing the analysis on foodstuff, it can be observed that the greatest proportion of monthly expendi-
ture is devoted to meat (116.13 KM or 22.7%), followed by fruit and vegetables (16.9%), milk, cheese and eggs 
(14.0%), bread and cereals (13.0%) and non-alcoholic beverages (10.2%). Of the total expenditure for food and 
beverages, the least amount is spent on fish (2.6%) and alcoholic beverages (3.8%).

Of the total number of households, the majority (53.4%) purchase beef at least once in two weeks (the 
reference period), followed by poultry (52.6%), veal (39.1%) and 23.2% of households buy dried and smoked 
meat of all kinds. During the reference period, 13.0% of households purchased pork.
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Table 5.2. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category Average monthly expenditure  (KM) %  composition

Bread and Cereals 66.26 13.0

Meat 116.13 22.7

Fish 13.47 2.6

Milk, cheese and eggs 71.66 14.0

Oils and fats 23.96 4.7

Fruit 37.89 7.4

Vegetables 48.49 9.5

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery products 39.81 7.8

Other food products 21.96 4.3

Non alcoholic beverages 52.33 10.2

Alcoholic beverages 19.21 3.8

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES (=100%) 511.17 100.0

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 56.79 11.1

When looking at the consumption of foodstuff in more detail, while focusing on more significant products, 
the following is observed: during the reference period, for the category of fruit, the majority of households purchased 
bananas (74.3%), followed by apples (61.7%), citrus fruits (52.8%), pears (17.6%), grapes (17.3%), peaches (10.8%). 

Potatoes were purchased by 46.3% households, beans 40.9%, tomatoes 36.2%, onions – both garlic and 
red onions 35.8%, followed by peppers, carrots, etc. 

Milk and dairy products are very significant for households in Bosnia and Herzegovina. During the two-
week reference period, 77.2% of households purchased fresh milk, 57.3% purchased yoghurt, 51.0% purchased 
sour cream and 45.9% purchased cottage cheese, etc. 

Expenditure for bread and cereals, account for 13.0% of the total for foodstuff, which amounts to 66.26 
KM per month. In this group, the highest expenditure is for bread and flour.

On average, the monthly expenditure for food and beverages consumed outside the house is 2.0% of the 
total household expenditure (31.58 KM). During the two-week period, 26.7% of households had at least one 
meal or drink in a restaurant, 27.5% in cafes and bars and 12.3% in school and staff canteens.

Part of the food and beverage consumption expenditure (56.79 KM, 11.1% of the food and beverage 
expenditure) refers to the estimated value of self consumption3. This does not represent a real purchase (it does 
not imply a monetary expenditure for the household) but is introduced in the consumption expenditure esti-
mation in order to allow the expenditure level comparison between households consuming or not consuming 
self-produced goods.

Households that produce fruits and vegetables themselves have a much lower consumption in compari-
son to households which purchase them: apples are the most frequent product (consumed by 7.3% of house-
holds), followed by pears (2.7%), plums (2.4%) and grapes (1.7%). Moreover potatoes were consumed by 32.2% 
of households with self-consumption, onions by 25.8%, beans by 20.1%, tomatoes by 7.8%.

Table 5.3. Average monthly expenditure: total, self-consumption and imputed rent by geographical area, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH Bosnia and Herzegovina

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

TOTAL (=100%) 1,649.72 100.0 1,364.31 100.0 1,318.47 100.0 1,541.43 100.0

- Self-consumption 46.44 2.8 91.55 6.7 29.72 2.3 62.12 4.0

       - Food 42.62 2.6 83.42 6.1 26.89 2.0 56.79 3.7

       - Non-food 3.82 0.2 8.13 0.6 : : 5.33 0.3

- Imputed rent 213.93 13.0 175.99 12.9 197.33 15.0 200.1 13.0

3 The value estimated on the basis of local prices for products produced and consumed by the household itself.The value estimated on the basis of local prices for products produced and consumed by the household itself.
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Graph 5.1. Average monthly expenditure: purchased, self-consumption and imputed rent, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

In the consumption expenditure definition there are other estimates that do not represent real purchases 
and real expenditure; they refer to i) self-consumption of goods, that constitute only 4.0% of the total expendi-
ture and ii) the imputed rent for the main residence, i.e. the estimated rent for households living in the dwellings 
they own or living free of charge. Its value is obtained on the basis of the estimation made by the households 
themselves and it amounts to 200.10 KM (13.0% of the total consumption expenditure). The introduction of 
this “virtual expenditure” enables expenditure comparisons between households living in rented dwellings and 
those living in their own dwellings (the percentage of households living in their own dwellings or living free of 
charge is 96.2%). In conclusion, the household consumption expenditure devoted to the real purchase of goods 
and services amounts to 1,279.21 KM (Table 5.3 and Graph 5.1).

Housing expenditure is the second largest category of household expenses (14.7%), following expendi-
ture for foodstuff, and it amounts to 227.10 KM per month; it includes, apart from imputed rent, the real rent 
and the ordinary maintenance of the dwelling. The housing cost (payment for fuels, central heating or the 
purchase of other fuels, water and sanitation, garbage disposal and common expenditures in multi-occupied 
dwellings), on average, amount to 114.39 KM per month, which accounts for 7.4% of the total expenditure. 

Apart from these expenses, households allocate one part of their budget (5.4%) to the purchase and 
maintenance of furnishings and appliances, carpets and floor coverings, cleaning products and domestic serv-
ices. On average, households spend 83.79 KM per month for these products and services.

For transport, both public and private, households use 11.2% of their budget, with an average monthly 
expenditure of 173.35 KM. The expenditure includes the purchase of vehicles, fuels, individual and season tick-
ets for public transportation and expenditure for driving lessons and driving tests.

More than half of the households (51.9%) in Bosnia and Herzegovina own a car, 24.1% have a bicycle, 
almost 2% own a motorbike, scooter or moped and 1.1% own a motorcycle. 

During the reference period (two weeks), 27.7% of households incurred expenses for diesel fuel, 14.4% 
for other fuel and 20.1% used public transport, 11.5% used taxis. In the month preceding the interview, 21.9% 
of households incurred expenses for vehicle repairs.

On average, households allocate 81.45 KM or 5.3% of the total monthly expenses on clothing and foot-
wear, while 15.2% of households purchased some of these products for their children.

Hospital services, services provided by medical and therapeutic centres, outpatient and dental services, 
together with the use of pharmaceutical products, medicaments and therapy aids, on average amount to 62.08 
KM, which accounts for 4.0% of the overall household expenditure.

The most relevant expenditure in this category refers to pharmaceutical products (41.8%). Expenses for 
medication, during the reference period of two weeks, were incurred by 64.5% of households, while 4.2% of 
households used public hospital services (both general and specialised) and 1.2% of households used private 
hospital services in the month preceding the interview. 

Households spend 50.53 KM, or 3.3% of their monthly expenditure, on communication costs. This cat-
egory of costs includes the purchase of telecommunication equipment and bills for their use. In the month preced-
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ing the interview 77.2% of households incurred expenses for fixed telephone lines and 64.2% for mobile phones. 
Almost 60.0% of households incurred expenses for TV subscriptions and 9.1% for internet connections.

During the two-week reference period, 36.3% of households purchased daily newspapers, 14.5% weekly 
newspapers and 24.4% of households made at least one expense for the lottery or other games of chance. This 
category (recreation and culture) also includes the purchase of school books (6.3% of households incurred 
these expenses in the month preceding the interview), purchase of sports equipment, musical instruments, 
computers, pets and expenses for sports and cultural manifestations, hobbies and other activities.

The average monthly expenditure for education amounts to 8.09 KM (0.5% of the total monthly expenditure).
Monthly expenditure for other products and services on average amounts to 98.40 KM and they include 

the registration and insurance of vehicles, personal hygiene products, contributions to religious communities 
and different associations, administrative costs, bank and other services. These costs account for 6.4% of the 
monthly household budget. 

5.2. Differences by geographical areas and settlement type
Households in the Federation of BiH show the highest expenditure levels which on average amount to 

1,649.72 KM. The average monthly expenditures for households in the Republika Srpska (1,364.31 KM) and 
the Brcko District of BiH (1,318.47 KM) are slightly lower. The difference in monthly consumption expenditure 
levels between households in the Federation of BiH and the Republika Srpska is 20.9%, and 25.1% between the 
Federation of BiH and the Brcko District of BiH (Table 5.4).

Table 5.4. Average monthly expenditure by geographical area and expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

Average 

monthly  

expense 

(KM)

% compo-

sition

Average 

monthly  

expense 

(KM)

% com-

position

Average 

monthly  

expense 

(KM)

% com-

position

Average household size 3.36  3.11  3.07  

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 535.51 32.5 473.18 34.7 429.87 32.6

Tobacco 34.59 2.1 24.91 1.8 31.71 2.4

Clothing and footwear 91.10 5.5 66.64 4.9 45.05 3.4

Housing 243.63 14.8 198.32 14.5 223.17 16.9

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 121.59 7.4 100.93 7.4 128.61 9.8
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the dwelling 92.81 5.6 68.52 5.0 73.99 5.6

Health 60.44 3.7 65.29 4.8 56.21 4.3

Transport 184.05 11.2 156.00 11.4 148.84 11.3

Communication 55.24 3.3 42.89 3.1 39.73 3.0

Recreation and culture 63.62 3.9 44.12 3.2 38.12 2.9

Education 8.47 0.5 7.36 0.5 (9.22) (0.7)

Catering services 37.06 2.2 23.00 1.7 13.78 1.0

Accommodation services 12.96 0.8 11.17 0.8 : :

Other goods and services 108.65 6.6 81.98 6.0 71.16 5.4

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,114.21 67.5 891.14 65.3 888.60 67.4

TOTAL (=100%) 1,649.72 100.0 1,364.31 100.0 1,318.47 100.0

Expenditure for foodstuff in the Federation of BiH amount to 535.51 KM, 473.18 KM in the Republika 
Srpska and 429.87 KM in the Brcko District of BiH. The considerable difference in consumption levels for food-
stuff in the Federation of BiH and the Brcko District of BiH can be attributed to the difference in household 
size (Table 5.5).

The proportion of meat consumption in the overall consumption of food is greatest in Republika Srpska 
(24.5%), as opposed to the Federation of BiH (21.8%) and the Brcko District of BiH (22.4%).
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The proportion of milk, dairy products, cheese and eggs is similar in the different territorial units and 
amounts to approximately 14%.

There are differences in the consumption of alcoholic beverages in the different geographical areas. In 
Republika Srpska, this percentage amounts to 5.0%, in the Federation of BiH, 3.1%, and in the Brcko District 
of BiH, 3.7%.

Consumption of fish has the lowest share in the overall consumption of foodstuff: 2.5% in the Federation 
of BiH and the Brcko District of BiH and 3.0% in Republika Srpska.

Table 5.5. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by geographical area and expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Geographical area

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

Average 

monthly 

expense 

(KM)

% compo-

sition

Average 

monthly 

expense 

(KM)

% compo-

sition

Average 

monthly ex-

pense 

(KM)

% compo-

sition

Average household size 3.36  3.11  3.07  

Bread and Cereals 70.60 13.2 59.07 12.5 59.05 13.7

Meat 116.90 21.8 115.95 24.5 96.24 22.4

Fish 13.22 2.5 14.07 3.0 10.64 2.5

Milk, cheese and eggs 75.09 14.0 66.42 14.0 58.02 13.5

Oils and fats 27.19 5.1 18.54 3.9 19.69 4.6

Fruit 41.67 7.8 31.86 6.7 27.76 6.5

Vegetables 49.96 9.3 46.11 9.7 45.08 10.5
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 43.15 8.1 34.16 7.2 35.97 8.4

Other food products 23.95 4.5 18.72 4.0 17.52 4.1

Non alcoholic beverages 57.12 10.7 44.42 9.4 43.86 10.2

Alcoholic beverages 16.67 3.1 23.86 5.0 16.03 3.7

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES (=100%) 535.51 100.0 473.18 100.0 429.87 100.0

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 42.62 8.0 83.42 17.6 26.89 6.3

Territorial differences are evident in the expenditure level for non-food products and services. They are 
highest in the Federation of BiH and amount to 1,114.21 KM per month, which is 222.02 KM, or 25.2%, more 
than in Republika Srpska, and 225.61 KM, or 25.4%, more than in the Brcko District of BiH.

When analysing the different expenditure levels by category, it is evident that they exist in all categories. 
They are mainly greatest in the Federation of BiH, apart from, as outlined previously, expenditures for health 
and alcoholic beverages

The consumption structure is affected by the age structure of the population. In the Republika Srpska, 
households are on average older than in the Federation of BiH, thus increasing expenditure for health services 
(4.8% against 3.7% of the total expenditure).

Rural/semi-urban households in Bosnia and Herzegovina have a relatively high share of self-consump-
tion in the overall consumption (18.0%), as compared to urban households where self-consumption of food 
accounts for 2.1% of the total consumption (Table 5.7).
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Table 5.6. Average monthly expenditure by settlement type and expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Settlement type
Total

Urban Rural/semi-urban

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly 

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average household size 3.08 3.40 3.27

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 534.38 30.7 494.69 35.4 511.17 33.2

Tobacco 33.88 1.9 29.11 2.1 31.09 2.0

Clothing and footwear 100.91 5.8 67.64 4.8 81.45 5.3

Housing 265.20 15.2 200.05 14.3 227.10 14.7

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 129.32 7.4 103.80 7.4 114.39 7.4

Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the dwelling 92.35 5.3 77.71 5.6 83.79 5.4

Health 65.67 3.8 59.53 4.3 62.08 4.0

Transport 188.39 10.8 162.68 11.6 173.35 11.2

Communication 65.20 3.7 40.11 2.9 50.53 3.3

Recreation and culture 76.45 4.4 41.76 3.0 56.16 3.6

Education 13.24 0.8 4.44 0.3 8.09 0.5

Catering services 42.11 2.4 24.11 1.7 31.58 2.0

Accommodation services 19.09 1.1 7.37 0.5 12.24 0.8

Other goods and services 116.96 6.7 85.21 6.1 98.40 6.4

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,208.76 69.3 903.52 64.6 1,030.26 66.8

TOTAL (=100%) 1,743.14 100.0 1,398.21 100.0 1,541.43 100.0

However, expenditure for food and beverages in urban areas is slightly higher (534.38 KM) than in 
rural/semi-urban areas (494.69 KM) although the average household size is lower (3.08 against 3.40). The ex-
penditure share for food and beverages in the total household expenditure in these areas is higher than in urban 
areas: 35.4% as opposed to 30.7% (Table 5.6).

Table 5.7. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by settlement type and expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Settlement type
Total

Urban Rural/semi-urban

Average monthly  

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly  

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average monthly  

expense (KM)

% com-

position

Average household size 3.08 3.40 3.27

Bread and Cereals 68.09 12.7 64.96 13.1 66.26 13.0

Meat 119.40 22.3 113.81 23.0 116.13 22.7

Fish 16.52 3.1 11.31 2.3 13.47 2.6

Milk, cheese and eggs 77.19 14.4 67.73 13.7 71.66 14.0

Oils and fats 24.23 4.5 23.77 4.8 23.96 4.7

Fruit 42.08 7.9 34.91 7.1 37.89 7.4

Vegetables 51.67 9.7 46.23 9.3 48.49 9.5

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 41.74 7.8 38.43 7.8 39.81 7.8

Other food products 22.25 4.2 21.75 4.4 21.96 4.3

Non alcoholic beverages 54.60 10.2 50.72 10.3 52.33 10.2

Alcoholic beverages 16.60 3.1 21.06 4.3 19.21 3.8

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES (=100%) 534.38 100.0 494.69 100.0 511.17 100.0

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 11.11 2.1 89.22 18.0 56.79 11.1
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Apart from expenditure differences for food and beverages by household settlement type (urban house-
holds spend 8.0% more than rural/semi-urban households), there are significant differences in expenditure for 
other goods and services. Urban households have considerably higher expenses than rural/semi-urban house-
holds for all expenditure categories: almost three times higher for education, 1.8 times higher for recreation and 
culture, 1.7 times for food and beverages consumed outside the house, 1.6 times for communication, 1.5 times 
for clothing and footwear, 1.4 times for other goods and services, 1.3 for housing and utilities, furniture and 
household appliances, almost 1.2 times for tobacco and transportation and finally, 1.1 times higher for health.

Overall, the differences in non-food consumption levels between households in different settlement 
types are significant. In urban areas, households spend 33.9% more for these products.

This confirms the fact that the population structure in rural/semi-urban areas is older and financially less 
secure. This analysis will be taken further in the chapter focusing on poverty. 

Rural/semi-urban areas constitute almost 2/3 of the territory of Republika Srpska and more than half of 
the territory of the Federation of BiH and Brcko District of BiH. 

There are differences in the average monthly expenditure between households in urban and rural/semi-
urban settlements in the different geographical areas. The highest monthly consumption is incurred by house-
holds living in urban areas of the Federation of BiH (1,805.41 KM) and the lowest is in rural/semi-urban areas 
of Republika Srpska (1,226.53 KM). The difference in consumption levels between urban and rural/semi-urban 
households in Republika Srpska amounts to 399.34 KM, 284.85 KM in the Federation of BiH and 172.05 KM 
in the Brcko District of BiH (Table 5.8).

The average monthly expenditure of households living in urban areas of the Federation of BiH was 179.54 
KM, or 11.0%, higher than that of the average monthly expenditure of urban households in the Republika Srp-
ska and 395.44 KM, or 28.0% in the Brcko District of BiH.

Rural/semi-urban households in the Federation of BiH spend 294.03 KM more than rural/semi-urban 
households in Republika Srpska and 282.64 KM more than rural/semi-urban households in the Brcko District 
of BiH. 

The expenditure structure of urban households is similar, regardless of their geographic location. Of the 
total monthly expenditure, 31.0% is spent on food and a similar structure is observed for non-food and services.

The situation is slightly different in rural/semi-urban areas: in Republika Srpska, rural/semi-urban 
households spend 37.2% of their total monthly expenditure on food. In the Federation of BiH and the Brcko 
District of BiH they spend 34.5%.

With regards to the consumption share of foodstuff produced by the household, the percentage is low-
est in the Brcko District of BiH and amounts to 6.3%, followed by 8.0% in the Federation of BiH and 17.6% in 
Republika Srpska (Table 5.5).

The higher share of self-consumption in Republika Srpska is the result of the rural/semi-urban character 
of settlements and the high employment rate in the agricultural sector. 

Rural/semi-urban households produce and consume a significant portion of foodstuff in their own 
household. Of the total expenditure for foodstuff, the value produced by households themselves amounts to 
25.4% in Republika Srpska, 13.9% in the Federation of BiH and 10.5% in the Brcko District of BiH (Table 5.9).

Self-consumption in urban households is not significant, which is understandable.
The consumption structure of different food categories is very similar for all households, regardless of 

settlement type. There are also no significant differences in relation to geographical areas. This leads to the con-
clusion that consumption habits of households in Bosnia and Herzegovina are very similar. 

The differences in expenditure levels for foodstuff can be the result of the difference in prices of agricul-
tural products between geographical areas and the different average number of household members. 
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5.3. Household characteristics and differences in consumption behaviour
Household size and household typology are the demographic characteristics that have the greatest influence 

on consumption expenditure behaviour and determine the various choices in allocating the household budget.
In general, the increase in expenditure does not increase proportionally with the increase in household 

size, but rather it is affected by the economies of scale within the household. The marginal increase in expendi-
ture decreases significantly as the number of household members increase. When a single member household 
becomes a two member household, the average monthly expenditure increases by 67.0%, an increase from two 
to three members affects an expenditure increase of 33.0%, from three to four members causes a 20.7% increase 
and from four to five members affects an increase of 8.0%. 

The average monthly expenditure varies from a minimum of 712.40 KM for a single member household, 
to a maximum of 2,066.76 KM for households with five or more members (Table 5.10).

The most significant portion of the average household expenditure is devoted to the purchase of food and 
beverages. This percentage is greater than 32.0% for all households, regardless of their size, while it accounts for 
34.0% for households with two members or those with five or more members. The percentage of self-consump-
tion for these households is higher than for others and amounts to 17.4% of food consumption among house-
holds with five or more members. This percentage is lowest among single member household and amounts to 
4.3% (Table 5.11). This is linked to a higher concentration of multi-member households in rural/semi-urban 
areas and the fact that single member households are most commonly elderly households whose member are 
unable to produce larger quantities. 

All households, regardless of their size, have the highest expenditure for meat (about 20-23%), followed 
by milk, dairy products and eggs (13%-15%), bread and cereals, about 13% and around 10% for non-alcoholic 
beverages. Alcoholic beverages account for about 4% of the total expenditure for food and beverages. 

Expenditures that are more closely associated with household size, in other words, expenditures for 
which the effect of the economies of scale is weaker, are those related to clothing and footwear, transport, rec-
reation and culture, and other goods and services.

Table 5.10. Average monthly expenditure by household size and expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category
Household size

1 2 3 4 5 and more

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 32.9 34.4 32.2 32.1 34.2

Tobacco 1.5 1.8 2.2 2.1 2.0

Clothing and footwear 3.3 3.4 5.4 6.1 6.0

Housing 24.2 18.3 14.7 12.4 12.7

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 9.7 8.5 7.6 6.8 6.7
Furnishing, household equipment and routine 
maintenance of the dwelling 4.6 5.5 5.4 5.6 5.4

Health 6.6 6.1 3.6 2.8 3.6

Transport 4.3 8.4 11.4 13.3 12.5

Communication 2.9 3.0 3.6 3.5 3.1

Recreation and culture 2.6 2.8 3.5 4.3 3.7

Education : 0.1 0.7 0.7 0.5

Catering services 2.1 1.4 2.2 2.5 1.9

Accommodation services : : 0.9 1.1 0.8

Other goods and services 4.9 5.7 6.5 6.7 6.7

TOTAL - NON FOOD 478.27 780.40 1,071.64 1,294.98 1,360.28

TOTAL (=100%) 712.40 1,189.15 1,581.08 1,908.29 2,066.76

Expenditure for these categories increases with an increase in household size. The exceptions are house-
holds with five or more members, due both to their higher concentration in rural/semi-urban areas, where 
lifestyles are on average more frugal, and to the greater presence of poorer households (see Chapter 6).
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Table 5.11. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by household size and expenditure category, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category
Household size

1 2 3 4 5 and more

Bread and Cereals 13.8 12.9 12.8 13.1 12.8

Meat 19.9 22.4 22.7 23.0 23.3

Fish 2.7 2.9 2.9 2.6 2.3

Milk, cheese and eggs 15.5 14.0 14.1 13.5 14.2

Oils and fats 5.2 5.0 4.5 4.5 4.6

Fruit 7.7 7.3 7.4 7.6 7.2

Vegetables 9.7 10.1 9.6 9.4 9.1

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 7.1 7.0 7.5 8.2 8.2

Other food products 4.4 4.3 4.4 4.2 4.3

Non alcoholic beverages 10.9 9.9 10.4 10.5 9.9

Alcoholic beverages 3.1 4.1 3.6 3.5 4.0

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES (=100%) 234.12 408.75 509.43 613.31 706.48

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 4.3 10.0 8.6 8.7 17.4

On the other hand, mainly because of the effects of economies of scale, the figures for housing (dwelling 
maintenance), electricity, gas, water and other fuels, decrease as the household size increases. 

The level and structure of household expenditure depends, not only on household size, but also on the 
age structure and household structure.

Single member households with elderly individuals (aged 65 and over) have the lowest monthly expendi-
ture levels (616.92 KM). When comparing their expenditure with that of single member households younger 
than 65, it can be observed that expenditure for food does not differ greatly in absolute amounts (about 40 KM), 
while the differences in expenditure for non-food products are much greater (224.87 KM per month), (Tables 
5.12 and 5.13).

Among couples without children, once again elderly households do not spend much less for food (by 83 
KM per month) than two member households, unlike for non-food products where younger households spend 
by 312.35 KM more per month.

The expenditure level for couples with children varies from 1,610.99 KM for households with one child, 
to 2,039.10 KM for households with three or more children.

When talking about households that, besides couples with children include other relatives, it can be ob-
served that households with couples with children and other relatives are in first place (2,120.85 KM), followed 
by couples with children and parents, that have monthly expenditures of 1,980.93 KM.

Couples without children, where the household head is older than 65 have the highest share of food ex-
penditure (36.9%), in comparison with other household typologies. Younger single member households (up to 
65 years) spend the least amount: 29.5% of their total expenditure on food.

Self-consumption expenditure is higher among households made up of couples with children and other 
relatives or parents, older couples and couples with three or more children (mainly among multi-member 
households).

Housing expenditure is highest among elderly single member households (27.2%) and elderly couples 
without children (21.0%). If electricity and other utility expenses are added to this, it is important to note 
that these expenditures account for 37.8% for elderly single member households. This is followed by 30.6% 
for elderly couples without children and 29.1% for younger adult single member households. With regards to 
other expenditures incurred by elderly households, the least amounts are incurred for education, hotel accom-
modation, catering services and recreation and culture. However, they also have the highest health expenditure 
(around 9%).

Among households with children, significant expenditures are incurred for transport (about 13%), other 
goods and services (about 7%), clothing and footwear (about 6%) and recreation and culture (4.0%). 
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Younger, single member households are characterised by a relatively high level of expenditure for food con-
sumed outside the house (3.9%).

Expenditure for health is highest among elderly single member households (9.0%) and elderly couples 
without children (8.9%), which is understandable in light of their age.

In general, households whose financial situation is much better have the capacity to spend a larger share 
of their budget on non-essential expenditures. 

One of the factors most closely linked to financial assets, and consequently to household expenditure 
behaviour, is the current activity status of the household head.

Households where the head is employed have average monthly expenditures which are higher than the 
national average (1,541.43 KM) and amount to 1,865.62 KM per month (by 324.19 KM more per month).

Average monthly expenditures for households where the household head is a housewife are by 833.92 
KM, or 80.8%, lower than for households where the head of household is employed (Table 5.14).

Table 5.14. Average monthly expenditure by current activity status of household head and expenditure category, 2007. 
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Current activity status (household head)

Employed 
Unemployed or 

searching for first job
Housewife Retired Other

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 31.5 35.9 36.6 34.5 35.4

Tobacco 2.1 2.5 1.8 1.8 2.0

Clothing and footwear 6.4 4.3 3.9 3.9 3.7

Housing 12.8 14.9 17.7 17.7 17.5

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 6.8 7.6 8.2 8.4 7.5
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the dwelling 5.7 4.9 5.4 5.2 4.6

Health 2.8 4.1 5.1 6.0 6.4

Transport 13.2 10.5 7.6 8.7 8.8

Communication 3.5 2.9 2.9 3.0 2.7

Recreation and culture 4.2 3.4 2.6 2.9 3.3

Education 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.3 (0.5)

Catering services 2.5 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.7

Accommodation services 1.1 (0.5) : (0.5) :

Other goods and services 6.8 6.4 6.0 5.7 5.6

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,278.58 926.46 654.16 869.44 655.90

TOTAL (=100%) 1,865.62 1,446.00 1,031.70 1,329.26 1,014.06

Differences in expenditure levels are also evident for food and non-food products. In addition, consider-
able differences are observed between groups within non-food categories. The enhanced financial position of 
households with an employed household head, leads to the greater expenditure share of non-food products and 
services (68.5% of the total consumption).

In cases where the household head is a housewife, non-food expenditure amounts to 63.4% of total 
expenditure, whereas for households where the household head is unemployed or looking for a first job this 
amounts to 64.1%, for households where the head is retired 65.4% and for households where the head is cat-
egorised as “other”, 64.7%.

Households with employed heads of household spend about 587 KM for food and beverages, 55.5% more 
than households where the head is a housewife and 63.9% more than households where the head of household 
is categorised under other activity statuses.
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Table 5.15. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by current activity status of household head and expenditure 
category, 2007. (values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Current activity status (household head)

Employed 
Unemployed or 

searching for first job
Housewife Retired Other

Bread and Cereals 12.7 13.5 14.0 13.0 13.9

Meat 22.9 23.1 21.3 22.6 22.9

Fish 2.7 2.3 2.3 2.7 2.3

Milk, cheese and eggs 13.7 14.1 14.1 14.6 13.9

Oils and fats 4.5 4.4 5.4 5.0 4.8

Fruit 7.5 7.1 7.5 7.4 6.8

Vegetables 9.2 9.5 10.1 9.8 9.3

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 8.1 7.4 7.8 7.4 7.3

Other food products 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.3 4.3

Non alcoholic beverages 10.5 10.2 10.6 9.6 10.3

Alcoholic beverages 3.9 3.8 2.2 3.7 4.3

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES (=100%) 587.04 519.54 377.54 459.82 358.16

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 10.0 14.6 9.4 11.8 15.8

Households where the head of household is retired spend more for health than other households, and 
their monthly expenditure for this category amounts to 79.68 KM (about 6% of the total expenditure), while 
households where the activity status of the head is different, spend slightly more percentage-wise (6.4% of the 
total expenditure) but less in absolute amounts (65 KM). This is the case for older people, people who are un-
able to work and households that include at least one elderly person.

The professional activities of household members and transport of pupils and students can give rise to a 
greater need for mobility. Households with employed members, and these are mostly couples with children, spend 
246 KM, or 13.2% of their budget, on transport per month. The lowest expenditure for transport is observed among 
households where the head is a housewife, with 78 KM, or 7.6%, per month. This value is also linked to age (elderly 
individuals) and household typology (single member households) and greatly characterises these household typologies.

If households whose household head is employed are divided according to professional status, it can be 
noted that those where the household head is an employer have the highest consumption expenditure levels, 
2,369.35 KM, while households whose head has a contract for a fixed period spend 900 KM less per month 
(1,466.73 KM per month), (Tables 5.16 and 5.17).
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Table 5.16. Average monthly expenditure by professional status of the household head and expenditure category, 2007. 
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Professional status (household head)

Employers
Self-employed or free 

occupation

Employees with permanent 

job (indefinite contract)

Employees with other 

type of contract

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 25.6 35.2 31.8 33.3

Tobacco 1.9 2.4 2.0 2.5

Clothing and footwear 7.3 5.3 6.2 5.6

Housing 12.4 13.1 13.0 14.2

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 6.6 7.3 6.7 7.8

Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the dwelling 5.5 5.3 5.7 5.5

Health 3.0 3.3 2.9 3.0

Transport 16.2 12.8 12.7 11.2

Communication 4.2 3.0 3.5 3.3

Recreation and culture 4.7 3.0 4.3 4.0

Education 0.8 0.4 0.7 0.4

Catering services 2.9 1.7 2.5 2.3

Accommodation services (1.4) (0.7) 1.1 :

Other goods and services 7.4 6.3 6.8 6.7

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,762.96 1,022.77 1,291.95 978.83

TOTAL (=100%) 2,369.35 1,579.42 1,895.61 1,466.73

A significant amount of financial resources of the household whose head is an employer are used for 
non-food products (74.4%). This category also includes expenditure for meals outside the house, recreation and 
culture, accommodation services and other goods and services.

Households with self-employed members have a similar expenditure structure to households which live in ru-
ral/semi-urban settlements. This is an indication of how self-employment is generally linked to the agricultural sec-
tor. They also have the highest expenditure values for self-consumption (21.3%), which is almost three times greater 
than for households whose head of household is an employer or is permanently employed. Households where the 
household head is an employee with a permanent job (indefinite contract) spend slightly less, 31.8%, in comparison 
to households whose head has another contract type. Food expenditure of these households amounts to 33.3% and 
their total expenditure is 22.6% lower than that of households whose head is permanently employed. 

Table 5.17. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by professional status of the household head  
and expenditure category, 2007. (values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category

Professional status (household head)

Employers
Self-employed or 

free occupation

Employees with permanent 

job (indefinite contract)

Employees with other 

type of contract

Bread and Cereals 12.2 12.7 12.8 13.1

Meat 22.7 23.5 23.0 22.2

Fish 2.9 2.1 2.8 2.3

Milk, cheese and eggs 14.1 13.5 13.8 14.0

Oils and fats 4.3 4.6 4.4 4.5

Fruit 7.8 6.9 7.5 7.6

Vegetables 9.2 10.0 9.0 9.6

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 8.1 7.7 8.1 8.0

Other food products 4.2 4.4 4.2 4.4

Non alcoholic beverages 10.7 10.1 10.5 10.7

Alcoholic beverages 4.0 4.4 3.9 3.5

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES (=100%) 606.38 556.65 603.66 487.90

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 8.0 21.3 7.8 11.3
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5.4. Purchase of food products by purchasing place
Food products are mainly purchased in traditional stores: the percentage of households varies from 

59.6% for vegetables to 87% for bread. Supermarkets or hypermarkets are mainly frequented to purchase fish 
(12.6%) and meat (10.6%). The open market is the place where more than one fourth of households purchase 
vegetables (27.1%) and fruits (26.4%). More than one tenth (12.9%) of households choose other places (farms, 
direct vents, etc.) to purchase meat while the percentage decreases for bread (6.5%), fish (5.7%), vegetables 
(4.1%) and fruits (2.2%).

Table 5.18 Households by main purchasing place, 2007. (percentage composition) 

Purchased item

Place of purchase

Traditional 

shop

Department 

store

Super/ 

hypermarket

Open 

market

Kiosk (excluding 

kiosk in the open 

market)

Other

Bread 87.0 0.6 5.3 0.3 0.1 6.5

Meat 74.6 0.9 10.6 0.8 0.1 12.9

Fish 78.3 1.0 12.6 2.1 0.1 5.7

Vegetables 59.6 0.9 8.1 27.1 0.1 4.1

Fruits 62.5 0.9 7.8 26.4 0.1 2.2

When analysing purchasing place for food products by geographical area, it can be observed that food-
stuffs are most frequently purchased in traditional shops. Most households purchase bread in traditional shops 
(Federation of BiH 88.3%, Republika Srpska 84.5% and Brcko District of BiH 95.8%). Interesting purchasing 
behaviour with respect to the place of purchase of meat is also observed. In the Brcko District of BiH, 58.3% of 
households purchase meat in purchasing places of the “other” type (farms, fish farms), while this percentage in the 
Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska is much lower (13.2% and 9.8% respectively). It is understandable that a 
large proportion of households in all geographical areas purchase fruits and vegetables in the open market.

With respect to settlement type, it can be concluded that the purchasing place of food products is similar 
for urban and rural/semi-urban households. The differences in purchasing behaviour for households in differ-
ent settlement types is observed for the purchase of fruits and vegetables. In urban areas, fruits and vegetables 
are more often purchased in open markets (38.9% and 39.6%) as compared to households which live in rural/
semi-urban areas (17.5% and 18.3%). In rural/semi-urban areas, meat is more often purchased in “other” places 
(14.5%) with respect to urban households (10.8%).

5.5. Household savings and the perception of economic conditions
The final piece of information from the 2007 Household Budget Survey for Bosnia and Herzegovina re-

fers to household savings and the lowest income perceived to meet the household needs.
This information can be used to provide an enhanced picture of household living conditions in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina in terms of how they perceive their financial situation. In fact, although data on savings are based on 
the household’s subjective opinion, the household responses are not only based on household income, but also on 
their lifestyle and consumption habits. As it will be emphasised in the following text, this is strongly dependent on 
the socio-demographic characteristics of household members and the consumption expenditure level.

About 6% of households declared that they save part of their income, while more than 93% declared that 
they spend their income in its entirety (Graph 5.2).

With reference to savings, there are interesting differences between geographical areas and household 
typologies. In the Federation of BiH, 7.6% of the households have savings, and in the Republika Srpska, 3.9% 
have savings (in the Brcko District of BiH, the value is not statistically significant).
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Graph 5.2. Declared saving activity by geographical area, 2007. (percentage composition)
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Elderly, single-member households save much less in comparison to other categories. There are 2.7% 
of such households (Graph 5.3). Among households made up of elderly couples without children, 5.1% have 
savings. Additionally, 5.3% of single-member households younger than 65 save part of their income. Among 
all other households, this percentage is about 7%, apart from couples with two children, of which 6.3% have 
savings. 

Graph 5.3. Declared saving activity by household typology, 2007. (percentage composition)
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The percentage of households that save part of their annual income increases as the consumption ex-
penditure level increases.

Among households that spend 600 KM per month, 2.1% have savings. This percentage amounts to 2.0% for 
households with monthly expenditures between 600-1,000 KM and 4.1% for households that spend 1,000-1,500 
KM. The most common households with savings (11.1%) are those that have the highest monthly consumption 
– higher than 1,500 KM.
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Graph 5.4. Declared saving activity by consumption expenditure level, 2007. (percentage composition)
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As already mentioned, households were asked to evaluate the lowest monthly income that would meet 
their basic needs. Only 0.7% of the households did not declare the amount. Among the remaining households, 
the average minimum income declared is about 1,020 KM per month.

The different lifestyles and availability of financial resources differentiate the amounts declared by the 
households: among urban households, the average monthly amount is 1,189 KM, compared to 900 KM for 
rural/semi-urban households. This difference is probably due to the greater reliance on self-consumption, in 
addition to lifestyles that are, on average, more modest. This occurs in spite of the fact that households in rural/
semi-urban areas are generally larger.

According to the amounts declared by households in different geographical areas, the average income 
that would satisfy the needs of a household in the Federation of BiH is 1,086 KM; in the Republika Srpska the 
average income required is 916 KM and in the Brcko District of BiH, 792 KM. These differences in amounts 
declared can be linked to actual consumption, which is highest in the Federation of BiH.

The average income required to satisfy a household’s needs increases in conjunction with the increase in 
household size: 516 KM for single-member households, 778 KM for two member households, 1,072 KM for 
three member households, 1,233 KM for four member households and 1,352 KM for households with five or 
more members.
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6. POVERTY: ESTIMATION AND MAIN CHARACTERISTICS  
    OF POOR HOUSEHOLDS

6.1. Methodological aspects
The poverty analysis presented in this chapter refers to the application of the European standard meth-

odology. According to this methodology, poverty has been defined as an equivalent household consumption 
expenditure below a standard threshold that is annually set to 60% of the median monthly equivalised expendi-
ture of the households.

This definition was adopted at the European Union level as a working definition of the 1984 European 
Council decision that reads as follows: “The poor shall be taken to mean persons, families and groups of per-
sons whose resources (material, cultural and social) are so limited as to exclude them from a minimum accept-
able way of life in the Member State in which they live”.

Poverty is therefore defined in “relative” terms, depending on the distribution of the consumption ex-
penditure of the population. Poverty does not only constitute the lack of goods and services considered as es-
sential, but is the disadvantaged situation certain households find themselves in when compared to others: the 
poor are those who have less.

The median of the equivalent consumption expenditure4 represents a measure of the level of prosperity 
in the country. Households with a monthly expenditure below 60% of the median of the equivalent consump-
tion expenditure are considered to be poor. 

Moreover, the consumption expenditure levels of each household are equivalised to take into account 
differences in needs and economies of scale which act in households of different size and composition. The con-
sumption expenditure amount needed to obtain a given level of wellbeing varies as the household composition 
varies; once a reference household typology is defined (i.e. the single adult household5) it is possible to define 
the equivalent coefficient which provides the amount a household with different characteristics requires to have 
the same living standard.

The European methodology applies the so-called “modified OECD equivalence scale”, which gives a 
weight of 1.0 to the head of household, 0.5 to other members aged 14 and over and 0.3 to each child below 
14. In this case the reference household typology is the single adult (its coefficient is equal to 1). For example, 
a household composed by an adult and a child aged 14 and over has the same living standard of a household 
composed by a single adult if its consumption expenditure level is 1.5 times that observed for the single adult 
(1 for the first adult and 0.5 for the child). In conclusion, dividing the total consumption expenditure of each 
household by its coefficient (given by the sum of the weights for each member) it is possible to directly com-
pare the consumption expenditure levels and to obtain the “equalised” consumption expenditure distribution. 
The incidence of poverty is calculated on the basis of the number of households (and their members) that have 
consumption expenditures below the standard threshold.

Given the conventional nature of the threshold retained and the fact that a consumption expenditure 
below this threshold is neither a necessary nor a sufficient condition for being in a state of poverty, the indicator 
is referred to as a measure of poverty risk.

In 2007, the 60% of the median monthly consumption expenditure in Bosnia and Herzegovina amounts 
to 385.71 KM. This value represents the relative poverty line (or standard poverty line) for a single adult house-
hold that is used in order to calculate the poverty incidence for entities and the state as a whole.

The relative poverty line is calculated on the basis of the Household Budget Survey data obtained from a sam-
ple of 7,468 households chosen at random in such a way as to represent the population of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Due to several reasons, this kind of survey is of limited value in a study of poverty. The survey refers to 
individuals living in Bosnia and Herzegovina and does not include institutionalised people (living in homes for 
the elderly, penitentiaries, etc.).

4 When all households are sorted in ascending order according to their equivalent consumption expenditures, the me-When all households are sorted in ascending order according to their equivalent consumption expenditures, the me-
dian is the value where 50% of the households have a equivalent consumption expenditure above the median value and 
50% below the median value. 

5 Single member household where the person is aged 14 and over.Single member household where the person is aged 14 and over.
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Moreover, homeless people are obviously excluded given that the sample has been drawn from a sam-
ple frame of occupied dwellings, therefore, the survey was not able to provide information on conditions of 
extreme distress. Nevertheless, it remains the main source of information for poverty estimates in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and it must be referred to when attempting any time-based analysis of the phenomenon.

6.2. Relative poverty
In 2007, 193,692 households (18.4% of the total number of households) or 627,903 individuals in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina (18.2% of the total population) live in relative poverty. This figure is the result of different 
living conditions in the three geographical areas of the country. Of 100 poor households, 55.4% live in the Fed-
eration of BiH, where almost every sixth household experiences economic hardship; in Republika Srpska every 
fifth household is poor and in the Brcko District of BiH every fourth household is poor.

Graph 6.1. Poor households and total households by geographical area, 2007. (percentage composition)
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There are certain differences in the average size of poor and non-poor households by geographical area. 
These differences are not statistically significant in the Federation of BiH (3.5 for poor and 3.3 for non-poor) 
and in the Brcko District of BiH (3.7 for non-poor and 3.4 for poor households). The only statistically signifi-
cant difference for average household size is in the Republika Srpska: poor households are on average smaller 
(2.9) than non-poor households (3.2).

Table 6.1. Main indicators of relative poverty by geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute and percentage values, percentage composition)

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH Bosnia and Herzegovina

Units

Poor households 107,312 81,217 5,163 193,692

Total households 657,984 374,715 21,914 1,054,613

Poor individuals 375,594 234,970 17,339 627,903

Total individuals 2,213,783 1,166,173 67,200 3,447,156

Incidence of poverty (%)

Poor households 16.3 21.7 23.6 18.4

Poor individuals 17.0 20.1 25.8 18.2

Poverty gap (%)

Households 25.2 27.5 26.2 26.2

Percentage composition

Poor households 55.4 41.9 2.7 100.0

Total households 62.4 35.5 2.1 100.0

Poor individuals 59.8 37.4 2.8 100.0

Total individuals 64.2 33.8 1.9 100.0
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The figures and percentages of the poor are essential indicators, but they are one-sided insofar as they do 
not reveal enough about living conditions, i.e. the depth of poverty. This information is provided by the poverty 
gap indicator which measures, on average, how far the consumption expenditure of poor households falls short 
of the poverty line (Table 6.1). According to the poverty gap index, in the Republika Srpska and in the Brcko 
District of BiH, not only are there more poor households, but they suffer a greater degree of distress.

Graph 6.2. Relative poverty by settlement type and geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)

In all the three geographical areas, relative poverty is more widespread among households living in rural/
semi-urban areas than in urban areas. The differences in the poverty incidence among urban and rural/semi-
urban areas are statistically significant within all geographical areas except for the Brcko District of BiH. In 
2007, the incidence of poverty in rural/semi-urban areas at the national level was 23.7% as compared to 10.8% 
in urban ones. 

6.3. Characteristics of poor households
In order to draw a more complete picture of poverty, and given the sample size, a detailed breakdown of the 

poverty incidence (by household typology, age and activity status) was computed only for the country as a whole.
From the aspect of household size, relative poverty is mostly concentrated among single member house-

holds and households with five or more members (poverty incidence of 24.7% and 21.1% respectively). When 
looking at household typology, the poorest households are those with elderly members, households with three 
or more children and the households belonging to the “other” typology. In 2007, the highest poverty incidence 
was evident among single member households where the person is aged 65 and over (27.2%), followed by other 
household typologies (24.5%) and couples with three or more children (21.4%).

The presence of elderly people (aged 65 and over) in a household increases the incidence of poverty. As 
stated previously, the poverty incidence of single elderly households, where the person is aged 65 and over, is 
27.2%, while that of couples without children where the household head is aged 65 and over is 23.6%. 

On the other hand, the lowest poverty rates are observed among couples without children where the house-
hold head is younger than 65 (12.0%) and couples with two children (13.3%) and couples with one child (13.9%). 
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Table 6.2. Relative poverty by household size and household typology, 2007 (absolute and percentage values)

Household size Number of households Incidence

1 member 38,491 24.7

2 members 44,996 18.8

3 members 28,762 14.9

4 members 35,390 14.2

5 and more members 46,053 21.1

Total 193,692 18.4

 

Household typology

SMH <65 years 11,348 20.2

SMH >=65 years 27,142 27.2

CWOC <65 years 9,159 12.0

CWOC >=65 years 23,460 23.6

Couple with 1 child 19,952 13.9

Couple with 2 children 27,618 13.3

Couple with 3 and more children 15,495 21.4

Single parent 13,435 17.9

Single parent + other relatives 8,266 20.5

Couple with children + other relatives 15,048 18.5

Couple with children + parents 8,959 19.1

Other 13,810 24.5

Total 193,692 18.4

Graph 6.3. Poverty incidence by gender of household head, 2007. (percentage values)
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The gender of the household head has some influence on the condition of relative poverty. At the national 
level, the poverty incidence for female headed households is 22.4%, as compared to 17.3% for male headed 
households. The difference is most evident in the Republika Srpska, where these rates are 28.6% and 19.8% 
respectively, while in the other geographical areas it is less evident.

At the national level, the poverty level is closely linked to the age of the household head; the poverty 
incidence almost doubles when the household head is aged 65 and over (25.3%), against 14.2% of households 
whose household head is younger than 35.
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Graph 6.4. Poverty incidence by age of household head, 2007. (percentage values)
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6.4. Education, employment and poverty
A low level of education constitutes an elevated risk of poverty (Graph 6.5). Among households where 

the household head has no educational degree, 38.6% are poor. The poverty incidence remains high for house-
holds in which the household head has obtained only a primary school certificate (26.5%) and starts to decline 
considerably for households where the head has a secondary school certificate (12.5%) and a university degree 
(2.7%).

Graph 6.5. Poverty incidence by educational status of household head, 2007. (percentage values)
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Finally, the condition of poverty is highly connected with the professional status of the household head. 
The percentage of poor households is lowest if the household head is employed (12.9%). The poverty incidence 
reaches 23.4% if the household head is unemployed or searching for a first job and 25.5% if the household head 
is a housewife. Of households with retired household heads, 19.5% are poor, or 62,724 households in the coun-
try, while the highest poverty incidence is among households where the head is unable to work, amounting to 
44.4%.
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Table 6.3. Relative poverty by professional status of the household head, 2007.  
(absolute and percentage values)

Professional status Number of households Incidence

Employed 61,457 12.9

Unemployed or searching for first job 25,634 23.4

Housewife 25,727 25.5

Disabled to work 16,290 44.4

Retired 62,724 19.5

Other : :

Total 193,692 18.4

6.5. Households at risk of poverty and scarcely poor households
The number and incidence of poor households depends on where the poverty line is drawn. The choice 

of 60% of the median equivalised consumption expenditure is conventional. It represents a threshold value that 
divides the population between poor and non-poor and does not allow a more articulated study of the phenom-
enon and of its different shades. For this reason, two additional thresholds have been created and considered: 
50% and 70% of the median equivalised consumption expenditure.

It is therefore possible to identify four household categories: those defined as definitely poor (with a 
consumption expenditure below 50% of the median expenditure), those scarcely poor (between 50% and 60% 
of the median), those at risk of poverty (with a consumption expenditure between 60% and 70% of the median) 
and those definitely not poor with a higher expenditure.

Graph 6.6. Poor and non-poor households by three different poverty lines, 2007. (percentage composition)
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In 2007, approximately 121,000 households were definitely poor with well defined geographical differ-
ences. Namely, in a relative sense, the Brcko District of BiH has the highest proportion of definitely poor house-
holds (16.5%), followed by the Republika Srpska (13.9%) and the lowest incidence in the Federation of BiH 
(9.9%). At the same time, households that are definitely not poor are most frequent in the Federation of BiH 
(76.2%), while they amount to 69.8% in the Brcko District of BiH and 68.8% in Republika Srpska.

Around 86,660 households in Bosnia and Herzegovina are at risk of poverty, as their consumption ex-
penditure is only 64.29 KM above the threshold of 60% of the median equivalised expenditure.
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Table 6.4. Poverty incidence for different poverty lines by geographical area, 2007. (percentage values)

Poverty line Federation of BiH
Republika 

Srpska

Brcko  

District of BiH

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

50% of median expenditure (321.4290 KM) 9.9 13.9 16.5 11.5

60% of median expenditure (385.7148 KM) 16.3 21.7 23.6 18.4

70% of median expenditure (450.0006 KM) 23.8 31.2 30.2 26.6

 

Definitely poor 9.9 13.9 16.5 11.5

Scarcely poor 6.4 7.8 7.1 6.9

At risk of poverty 7.5 9.5 6.6 8.2

Definitely not poor 76.2 68.8 69.8 73.4

S80/S20 ratio 5.2 5.1 4.4 5.3

It is also interesting to look at the relative position of the bottom group of households with regard to 
that of the top group. This can be illustrated by the S80/S20 ratio. For each geographical area, this ratio com-
pares the total equivalised expenditure of the top expenditure quintile (20% of the households with the high-
est equivalised expenditure) to that of the lowest expenditure quintile (20% of the households with the lowest 
equivalised expenditure). The average for Bosnia and Herzegovina is 5.3, which means that the expenditure of 
the wealthiest quintile was 5.3 times that of the poorest. This ratio is only responsive to changes in the top and 
bottom quintiles.
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7. THE COMPARISON BETWEEN 2004 AND 2007 DATA

7.1. Population and household structures
The total population of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2007 can be considered statistically stable in respect 

to 2004: the estimated population is equal to 3,447,156 people, while it amounted to 3,507,868 individuals in 
2004 (Graph 7.1).

Graph 7.1. Population by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition) 
Numbers in brackets refer to 2004 data

Republika Srpska 
1,166,173 

(1,264,027)

Brcko District of BiH
67,200 

(67,354)

Federation of BiH
2,213,783 

(2,176,487)

The only change that can be underlined is the significant decrease of the population in Republika Srpska 
(-7.7%), that does not show any particular trends by settlement type (Tables 7.1 and 7.2).

Table 7.1. Confidence interval (probability = 0.95) of the population by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (absolute values)

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH Bosnia and Herzegovina

2004

c.i. lower limit 2,131,516 1,230,462 62,515 3,451,544

c.i. upper limit 2,221,457 1,297,592 72,194 3,564,191

2007

c.i. lower limit 2,134,277 1,123,771 59,471 3,371,187

c.i. upper limit 2,293,289 1,208,574 74,930 3,523,125

Table 7.2. Population by settlement type and geographical area, 2004, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Settlement type

Geographical area Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

2004

Urban 42.4 35.4 42.6 39.9

Rural/semi-urban 57.6 64.6 57.4 60.1

Total (=100%) 2,176,487 1,264,027 67,354 3,507,868

2007

Urban 41.2 34.8 46.8 39.2

Rural/semi-urban 58.8 65.2 53.2 60.8

Total (=100%) 2,213,783 1,166,173 67,200 3,447,156
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The same evidence is observed in terms of estimation of households: in total, the two estimations, 2004 
(1,067,120) and 2007 (1,054,613), are not statistically different and a significant decrease (-6.0%) is registered 
only for the Republika Srpska estimation (Graph 7.2).

Graph 7.2. Households by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition) 
Numbers in brackets refer to 2004 data

Brcko District of BiH 
21,914 

(22,023)
Republika Srpska 

374,715 
(398,498)

Federation of BiH 
657,984 

(646,599)

Moreover, no significant difference is observed for the household estimation by settlement area, house-
hold size and typology (Graph 7.3, Tables 7.3 and 7.4).

The share of households living in rural/semi-urban areas of the country (58.5% in 2007) continues, as in 
2004, to be the highest. They show a higher number of members (more than 40% are households with four or 
more members), mostly couples with children. The situation remains stable throughout the territory.

Graph 7.3. Households by settlement type and geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage composition)

46.7
36.2

46.7 45.3
34.5

46.8 41.5

53.3
63.8

53.3 57.2 54.7
65.5

53.2 58.5

42.8

Federation
BiH

Republika
Srpska

Brcko District
of BiH

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Federation
BiH

Republika
Srpska

Brcko District
of BiH

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Rural/semi-urban

Urban 

2 0 0 4 2 0 0 7



63

Table 7.3. Households by household size and geographical area, 2004, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Household size
Total (=100%)

Average household 

size
Geographical area

1 2 3 4 5 and more

2004

Federation of BiH 12.5 21.6 19.4 25.2 21.4 646,599 3.37

Republika Srpska 16.4 25.5 16.7 21.6 19.9 398,498 3.17

Brcko District of BiH 17.9 23.6 17.7 25.2 15.6 22,023 3.06

Bosnia and Herzegovina 14.0 23.1 18.4 23.8 20.7 1,067,120 3.29

2007

Federation of BiH 12.8 21.2 19.0 25.5 21.5 657,984 3.36

Republika Srpska 17.9 25.1 17.2 20.2 19.5 374,715 3.11

Brcko District of BiH 19.3 25.1 (14.5) 22.9 18.2 21,914 3.07

Bosnia and Herzegovina 14.8 22.7 18.3 23.6 20.7 1,054,613 3.27

Table 7.4. Households by geographical area and household typology, 2004, 2007. (percentage composition)
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2004

Federation of BiH 5.0 7.4 8.6 7.1 14.7 20.9 7.8 7.6 3.7 7.8 3.9 5.4

Republika Srpska 6.3 10.0 8.0 10.5 11.9 16.5 4.5 7.2 3.8 9.0 5.4 6.8

Brcko District of BiH (7.7) (10.2) (6.6) (9.6) 14.3 20.6 : (7.0) : (6.2) : (7.3)

Bosnia and Herzegovina 5.6 8.5 8.3 8.5 13.7 19.2 6.5 7.4 3.7 8.2 4.5 6.0

2007

Federation of BiH 4.5 8.4 6.8 8.5 14.5 21.7 8.4 7.5 3.9 7.5 4.2 4.3

Republika Srpska 6.8 11.1 8.0 11.1 12.1 15.9 4.2 6.6 3.8 8.3 5.0 7.1

Brcko District of BiH (5.6) 13.7 (9.2) (10.8) (10.3) 20.7 (7.7) : : : : :

Bosnia and Herzegovina 5.3 9.5 7.3 9.4 13.6 19.6 6.9 7.1 3.8 7.7 4.5 5.3

From 2004 to 2007, there have not been any specific changes in the distribution of households by the 
characteristics of the reference person.

Households living in Bosnia and Herzegovina did not change their structure in terms of age of the refer-
ence person: in two cases out of three (61.8% in 2007), the household head continues to be aged between 35 
and 64 years; in almost one third of cases (30.2%) the household head is over 64 years old, and the remaining 
8.0% are younger than 35 (Table 7.5). 

Only in the Federation of BiH is there a statistically significant increase in the proportion of households 
headed by a person over 64 (from 24.6% to 27.9%). 

The structure of households by the gender of the household head has not changed significantly (8 out of 
10 families continue to be headed by a man), this result is confirmed in all geographical areas.
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Table 7.5. Households by household head characteristics and geographical area, 2004, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Household head 

characteristics

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska
Brcko  

District of BiH
Bosnia and Herzegovina

2004 2007 2004 2007 2004 2007 2004 2007

Age group

<35 8.4 8.6 6.5 7.1 10.1 (5.8) 7.8 8.0

35-64 67.0 63.6 60.5 58.7 61.0 60.6 64.4 61.8

65 and over 24.6 27.9 33.0 34.2 29.0 33.6 27.8 30.2

Gender

Male 79.8 78.6 78.2 78.3 76.7 79.4 79.2 78.5

Female 20.2 21.4 21.8 21.7 23.3 20.6 20.9 21.5

Activity status

Employed 50.1 47.1 41.9 42.3 50.2 37.3 47.1 45.2

Unemployed or first job 8.3 9.4 12.6 11.7 (7.6) 19.1 9.9 10.4

Housewife+ retired (a) 39.1 40.3 40.9 40.1 40.6 35.2 39.7 40.1

Other 2.5 3.3 4.6 6.0 : (8.4) 3.3 4.4

Total (=100 %) 646,599 657,984 398,498 374,715 22,023 21,914 1,067,120 1,054,613

Note: (a) in 2007 the “housewife” category includes family pensioners, people receiving a pension without having done 
any work in the past. In 2004, these people were included in the “pensioners” category together with retired people.

A direct comparison between 2004 and 2007, in terms of professional status of the household head, can-
not be conducted. The definitions used are different and can be directly compared only considering housewives 
and retired people together.

The percentage of households headed by an employed (45.2% in 2007) or an unemployed individual, also 
if looking for a first job (10.4%), are stable, while the share of households headed by someone in “other condi-
tions” (from 3.3% to 4.4%), significantly increases despite being still very low.

Among households headed by an employed person, no significant differences are observed according 
to professional status (Table 7.6). The highest prevalence refers to the employed with a permanent job, i.e. an 
indefinite contract (60.9% in 2007), followed by the self-employed or free occupation (18.8%) and employed 
with other types of contract (13.6); the share of households headed by an employer (6.7%) is still very low, as 
in 2004. 

Table 7.6. Households with employed head by professional status and geographical area, 2004, 2007. 
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Professional status 
Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

2004 2007 2004 2007 2004 2007 2004 2007

Employers 7.6 6.6 6.7 6.6 : : 7.3 6.7
Self-employed or free 
occupation 13.8 16.3 23.1 23.6 31.7 (22.3) 17.3 18.8

Employees with permanent 
job (indefinite contract) 64.4 63.1 55.2 57.1 43.3 54.9 60.9 60.9

Employees with other type 
of contract 14.2 14.1 15.1 12.6 (15.4) : 14.5 13.6

Total (=100 %) 323,972 309,919 167,033 158,448 11,050 8,168 502,056 476,535

In conclusion, since 2004, the population structure and the household characteristics have remained the 
same, with a decrease in the number of people and households living in Republika Srpska and a slight increase 
in the Federation of BiH of the percentage of households whose head is aged 65 and over.
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7.2. Consumption expenditure
The consumption expenditure analysed in this chapter refers only to the expenditure items also included 

in 2004 data. For this reason the total consumption expenditure considered here for 2007 amounts to 1,540.66 
KM a month6.

In comparison with 2004, the average monthly household consumption expenditure increases by 18.3%; 
19.6% for food and beverages and 17.7% for non food expenditures.

Table 7.7. Average monthly expenditure by expenditure category, 2004, 2007.7  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category 2004 (KM) 2007 (KM) Variation (%)
Percentage 

composition 2004

Percentage 

composition 2007

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 427.50 511.17 19.6 32.8 33.2

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 66.20 56.79 -14.2 5.1 3.7

Tobacco 27.59 31.09 12.7 2.1 2.0

Clothing and footwear 66.15 81.45 23.1 5.1 5.3

Housing 207.81 227.10 9.3 16.0 14.7

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 97.58 114.39 17.2 7.5 7.4
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house : 83.79 : : 5.4

Health 48.34 61.62 27.4 3.7 4.0

Transport 129.04 173.35 34.3 9.9 11.3

Communication 33.00 50.53 53.1 2.5 3.3

Recreation and culture 49.33 56.16 13.8 3.8 3.6

Education : 8.09 : : 0.5

Catering services 23.09 31.58 36.8 1.8 2.0

Accommodation services 10.32 12.24 18.6 0.8 0.8

Other goods and services 80.07 98.08 22.5 6.2 6.4

TOTAL - NON FOOD 874.32 1,029.49 17.7 67.2 66.8

TOTAL 1,301.82 1,540.66 18.3 100.0 100.0

The observed increase of the consumption expenditure level on one side seems to be coherent with the 
inflation rate and the dynamics of prices (the price increase from 2005 to the end of 2007 is 18.3% for food 
and beverages, while the total increase for all products and services is equal to 11.9%) and, on the other side, 
indicates higher standards of living.

This last aspect is confirmed by the improved housing conditions and the more widespread ownership of 
the main durable and semi-durable goods.

In particular, ownership of the main dwelling has increased slightly: the percentage of households own-
ing the dwelling they live in, has moved from 88.9% in 2004 to 91.2% in 2007.

On the other hand, the percentage of households renting a dwelling or using it without charge, or tem-
porarily, decreased from 4.6% to 3.6% and from 6.4% to 5% respectively.

6 The 2007 consumption expenditure considered in this chapter excludes the informal payments for education and healthThe 2007 consumption expenditure considered in this chapter excludes the informal payments for education and health 
and the consumption expenditure for membership for bank cards, bank commissions for account handling, rental of a 
safe deposit box and expenditure for other banking costs that were not included in the 2004 consumption expenditure 
estimation.

7 The 2004 values for education and furnishing, household equipment and routine maintenance of the dwelling are notThe 2004 values for education and furnishing, household equipment and routine maintenance of the dwelling are not 
reported in the table in order to avoid direct comparison between values that cannot be compared. For these expendi-
tures, in fact, heavy methodological differences characterised the 2004 and 2007 surveys. In particular, several items for 
both categories are surveyed with a different reference period (the windows of observation); in 2007 it has been length-
ened in order to obtain a more robust and reliable estimation. In 2004, the expenditures for kitchen, bedroom, living 
and dining room furnishings were surveyed with reference to the month before the interview as were the expenditures 
for registration fees for elementary, secondary, high school and university education. In 2007, the expenditures are col-
lected with reference to the last 12 months so that the estimates are not directly comparable, neither in terms of average 
expenditure nor household frequencies.
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Table 7.8. Main dwelling by legal status of use of the dwelling, 2004, 2007. (percentage composition)

 Year
Legal status of use

Owner or joint owner Rent or sublet Free of charge Temporary user Other

2004 88.9 4.6 4.9 1.5 :

2007 91.2 3.6 3.9 1.1 :

The percentage of dwellings with an internal bathroom or toilet increased from 89.0% to 93.1%, together 
with dwellings with drinking water (from 89.5% to 94.1%) or a garage (from 33.8% to 38.3%).

Table 7.9. Main dwelling services, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

 Year
Services

Internal bathroom with toilet Toilet Drinking water Electric power Garage Garden

2004 89.0 18.1 89.5 99.5 33.8 55.5

2007 93.1 17.9 94.1 99.9 38.3 55.4

No relevant differences are observed in terms of ownership of electrical and gas cookers, firewood and 
coal stoves, refrigerators and freezers, stoves and boilers, which were already very high in 2004. A significant 
increase is instead observed for the ownership of a dish washer (from 7% to 9.7%), of a clothes washing ma-
chine (from 79.4% to 86.1%), cleaning equipment (from 83.4% to 88.8%) and air conditioning systems (from 
2.7% to 5.2%).

Table 7.10. Ownership of durable goods, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

 Year

Durable goods

Electric 

and gas 

cookers

Firewood 

and coal 

stove

Refrigera-

tor, freezer

Dish 

washer

Clothes 

washing 

machine

Cleaning 

equip-

ment

Stoves, 

boiler, 

hoods

Air condi-

tioning

Sewing and 

knitting 

machines

2004 89.7 85.0 96.2 7.0 79.4 83.4 79.9 2.7 15.8

2007 91.0 84.8 97.6 9.7 86.1 88.8 86.4 5.2 14.8

The same evidence is observed by comparing the ownership of a DVD player (from 46% to 57.1%), Hi-Fi 
system (from 43.1% to 62.8%) and personal computer (from 12.7% to 25.2%).

The percentage of households with satellite dishes decreased, probably following the more widespread 
use of cable TV.

Table 7.11. Ownership of recreational equipment, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Year

Recreational equipment

Television

Video 

recorder/

DVD

HiFi system Satellite dish

Personal 

computer, 

printer

Boat, canoe, 

windsurfing 

board

Musical 

instrument

2004 94.9 46.0 43.1 21.9 12.7 0.6 4.6

2007 96.8 57.1 62.8 15.2 25.2 1.0 4.8

Given the general increase, the dynamics of the consumption expenditure categories are different: the 
main variations are observed for communication (53.1%), catering services (36.8%), health (27.4%) and cloth-
ing and footwear (23.1%).
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Table 7.12. Average monthly expenditure for foodstuff by expenditure category, 2004, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage composition)

Expenditure category
2004

(KM)

2007

(KM)

Variation

(%)

Bread and Cereals 58.16 66.26 13.9

Meat 94.37 116.13 23.1

Fish 9.93 13.47 35.6

Milk, cheese and eggs 64.76 71.66 10.7

Oils and fats 19.25 23.96 24.5

Fruit and vegetables 72.36 86.38 19.4

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 29.21 39.81 36.3

Other food products 19.44 21.96 13.0

Non alcoholic beverages 40.51 52.33 29.2

Alcoholic beverages 19.52 19.21 -1.6

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 427.50 511.17 19.6

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 66.20 56.79 -14.2

The variation observed for food and beverages is two percentage points higher than the variation ob-
served for non-food goods and services. It seems to be entirely linked to the price increase given the fact that 
the frequencies have remained the same except for fish, where a slight increase in the percentage of household 
expenditure is observed.

From 2004 to 2007, the estimated expenditure for self-consumed goods has decreased, given the lower 
percentage of households consuming self-produced goods.

Table 7.13 Households with expenditure for purchase or self-consumption for foodstuff  
by expenditure category, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Expenditure category
2004

(%)

2007

(%)

Bread and Cereals 98.9 98.8

Meat 94.7 95.1

Fish 52.7 58.4

Milk, cheese and eggs 98.2 98.2

Oils and fats 92.3 91.2

Fruit and vegetables 98.8 97.8

Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 93.6 94.1

Other food products 89.3 88.9

Non alcoholic beverages 96.5 97.0

Alcoholic beverages 46.8 46.0

- Self-consumption of food and beverages 39.3 37.1

The increase of consumption expenditure for catering services is observed for all the items involved; 
particularly higher since 2004 is the percentage of household expenditure for meals, drinks and refreshments 
in café, bars and tea-rooms, places providing cultural, sports and recreational services and in public transporta-
tion. The percentage of household expenditure also increased for meals, drinks and refreshments in canteens, 
expenditures strictly linked with work and school activities.

The high expenditure increase observed for communication is strictly linked to the higher ownership 
and use of mobile phones, internet connection services and, with a minor effect, of fixed telephone services (on 
the other hand the expenditure for public telephones has decreased).
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Table 7.14. Ownership of communication equipment, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

 Year

Communication equipment

Telephone
Mobile  

telephone

Telephone with 

answering machine
Fax

Internet connection 

service

2004 70.4 46.3 1.5 1.6 6.6

2007 77.1 71.0 1.9 1.4 10.9

The increase in expenditure for transport is mainly due to the higher expenditure for the purchase of cars 
(the percentage of households owning a car has increased from 47.5% to 51.9%), motorbikes, scooters or mo-
peds. An increase is also observed for fuel expenditure, in particular expenditures and purchasing frequencies 
for diesel (the price for diesel increased by about 16% and for non lead petrol by 14%). 

On the other hand, it is possible to observe a decrease in the proportion of household expenditure for 
public transport, in particular for long distance transport by coach or bus; only school bus and taxi services 
(the price index increased by about 17%) show an increase in the proportion of households spending for these 
items.

Table 7.15. Ownership of vehicles, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Year
Vehicles

Car Motorcycles Motorbikes, scooter, mopeds Bicycles

2004 47.5 1.5 1.4 24.0

2007 51.9 1.0 1.9 24.1

The increase in health expenditure is mainly due to the higher expenditure for pharmaceutical products 
and medical preparations, also due to the increase of the percentage of households spending for them. The 
expenditure also increased for dental services (the frequency has remained the same), while a slight decrease is 
observed for paramedical and other treatments, even if the percentage of households with these expenditures 
has more or less remained the same.

The expenditures for clothing and footwear show the main increases for women’s articles and children’s 
clothing (mainly due to an increase in the number of households spending for these articles). A lower increase 
is observed for men’s articles, while a decrease is observed for the frequencies of households buying threads for 
sewing and knitting and knitting wools.

The increase in the expenditure for other goods and services is mainly due to the growth of the expendi-
ture for the annual registration of vehicles (partially inducted by an increase in the frequencies) and for articles 
and services for personal care and hygiene, including hairdressing services. On the other hand, a decrease is 
observed in the expenditure for the provision of documents given the strong reduction of the number of house-
holds spending for these services (the high frequencies in 2004 were due to a regulation change in 2003, which 
led to the issuing of new identity cards, passports and driving licences).

The final category showing a positive variation higher than the average is that referring to electricity, 
gas, water and other fuels. All the items also show an increase both in the expenditures, probably following the 
price growth, and in the frequencies (in particular for housing services). A slight decrease is observed only for 
self-consumed goods (firewood).

The dynamics of the consumption expenditure in the Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska seem to be 
coherent with the inflation rate, the price dynamics and the higher standard of living. Several indicators, in fact, 
contribute to this picture, in particular for households in the Federation of BiH. The consumption expenditure 
in the Federation of BiH increased for all the categories considered, with the exception of hotel accommodation 
expenditures that indicate an increase that is not statistically significant, while in Republika Srpska the increase 
is mainly due to the higher expenditure registered for food, health, transport, communication and other goods 
and services.
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Table 7.16. Average monthly expenditure by geographical area and expenditure category, 2004, 2007.  
(values in KM and percentage values)

Expenditure 

category

2004 (KM) 2007 (KM) Variation (%)

Federation 

of BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko 

District 

of BiH

Federation 

of BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko 

District 

of BiH

Federation 

of BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko 

District 

of BiH

TOTAL - FOOD  

AND BEVERAGES
432.62 419.12 428.98 535.51 473.18 429.87 23.8 12.9 0.2

- Self-consumption 49.21 96.29 20.79 46.44 91.54 29.72 -5.6 -4.9 43.0

Tobacco 29.39 23.95 40.74 34.59 24.91 31.71 17.7 4.0 -22.2

Clothing and 
footwear 70.01 59.96 65.27 91.10 66.64 45.05 30.1 11.1 -31.0

Housing 213.12 196.00 265.48 243.63 198.32 223.17 14.3 1.2 -15.9

Electricity, gas, 
water and other 
fuels

99.77 94.60 87.00 121.59 100.93 128.61 21.9 6.7 47.8

Furnishing, 
household 
equipment 
and routine 
maintenance of 
the house

: : : 92.81 68.52 74.00 : : :

Health 45.30 53.66 41.59 59.89 64.98 56.21 32.2 21.1 35.2

Transport 132.93 121.82 145.34 184.05 156.00 148.84 38.5 28.1 2.4

Communication 35.66 28.83 30.18 55.24 42.89 39.73 54.9 48.8 31.6

Recreation and 
culture 54.40 41.41 43.56 63.62 44.12 38.12 16.9 6.5 -12.5

Education : : : 8.47 7.36 9.22 : : :

Catering services 26.36 17.88 21.65 37.06 23.00 13.78 40.6 28.6 -36.4

Accommodation 
services 12.07 7.68 6.50 12.96 11.17 : 7.4 45.4 :

Other goods and 
services 86.20 70.19 78.80 108.21 81.87 71.16 25.5 16.6 -9.7

TOTAL - NON FOOD 913.83 808.21 910.55 1,113.21 890.72 888.60 21.8 10.2 -2.4

TOTAL 1,346.45 1,227.33 1,339.52 1,648.72 1,363.90 1,318.47 22.4 11.1 -1.6

In the Brcko District of BiH, the consumption dynamics is appreciably different: in 2007 the consump-
tion expenditure is not statistically different than in 2004 and its level is lower than the levels observed for the 
Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska. 

It is possible that the decrease in consumption expenditure in the Brcko District of BiH is the result of i) 
the decrease (10%) in salaries for civil servants, which came into effect in 2005; ii) the lower share of the non 
observed economy in 2007 compared to 2004 due to the lower trade in the Brcko District of BiH.

Even if the results for the Brcko District of BiH have to be considered with caution (given the small sam-
ple size behind the estimation) it is possible to underline the following as the only expenditures increases are 
observed for i) electricity, gas, water and other fuels; and ii) communication, which are expenditures that can 
hardly be avoided or limited. 

Moreover, the self-consumption evaluation in the Brcko District of BiH shows a slight increase that op-
poses the decrease observed for the Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska.

All the indicators, including the qualitative information, seem to confirm the lack of economic growth 
in the Brcko District of BiH.
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Table 7.17. Main dwelling by legal status of use by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage composition)

 Geographical area

 

Legal status of use

Owner or joint owner Rent or sublet Other

2004

Federation of BiH 89.6 3.4 7.0

Republika Srpska 87.6 6.4 6.0

Brcko District of BiH 92.3 4.1 3.6

 2007

Federation of BiH 91.2 3.5 5.4

Republika Srpska 91.1 4.0 4.9

Brcko District of BiH 92.7 : :

The Brcko District of BiH is the only area where the percentage of households owning the main dwelling 
(in 2004 the value was the highest) does not increase (in 2007 the percentage becomes very similar to those of the 
other two areas) and where there is not a decrease in the percentage of main dwellings used without charge.

Moreover, the housing conditions of households in the Brcko District of BiH do not seem to have im-
proved from 2004, at least not in the same way as in the other two geographical areas.

Table 7.18. Main dwelling services by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

 Geographical area

Services

Internal bathroom 

with toilet
Toilet Drinking water Electric power Garage Garden

2004

Federation of BiH 93.0 19.1 92.3 99.6 33.6 54.2

Republika Srpska 82.3 16.7 84.6 99.3 33.7 58.8

Brcko District of BiH 92.6 15.4 93.8 100.0 42.4 33.5

2007

Federation of BiH 95.9 19.7 96.9 100.0 38.6 54.9

Republika Srpska 88.0 14.7 89.6 99.6 37.8 57.5

Brcko District of BiH 95.0 20.4 88.9 100.0 38.2 33.5

The same result is obtained when analysing the ownership of durable goods in the main dwelling: the 
only appreciable improvements in the Brcko District of BiH are registered for cleaning equipment and for 
stoves, boilers and hoods.

Table 7.19. Ownership of durable goods by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Durable goods

Geographical area

Electric 

and gas 

cookers

Firewood 

and coal 

stove

Refrigerator 

freezer

Dish 

washer

Clothes 

washing 

machine

Cleaning 

equipment

Stoves, 

boiler, 

hoods

Air 

condi-

tioning

Sewing and 

knitting 

machines

2004

Federation of BiH 91.5 81.0 96.5 9.1 82.9 86.4 84.8 3.0 14.8

Republika Srpska 86.4 91.1 95.4 3.6 73.6 78.3 73 2.0 17.9

Brcko District of BiH 93 91.3 99.2 (6.6) 84.8 88 63.9 4.5 (9.6)

2007

Federation of BiH 93.1 81.6 98.3 12.2 89.5 91.9 90.0 5.2 14.5

Republika Srpska 87.3 90.2 96.3 5.6 80.1 83.0 80.2 5.1 15.7

Brcko District of BiH 91.6 87.0 99.4 (7.5) 86.7 93.0 86.5 : (9.0)

In comparison with the other two geographical areas, in the Brcko District of BiH no improvement is 
observed in terms of ownership of cars or bicycles.
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Table 7.20. Ownership of vehicles by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Vehicles

Geographical area
Car Motorcycles

Motorbikes,  

scooter, mopeds
Bicycles

2004

Federation of BiH 48.7 1.6 1.6 23.6

Republika Srpska 45.1 1.5 1.2 24.3

Brcko District of BiH 56.9 : : 31.6

2007

Federation of BiH 53.3 1.1 1.7 21.6

Republika Srpska 49.6 (0.8) 2.1 28.3

Brcko District of BiH 52.2 : : 27.8

In 2007, the Brcko District of BiH became the area with the lowest percentage of communication equip-
ment ownership, even if a slight increase is observed both for fixed and mobile telephones.

Table 7.21. Ownership of communication equipment by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Geographical area

Communication equipment

Telephone
Mobile 

telephone

Telephone with 

answering machine
Fax

Internet 

connection service

2004

Federation of BiH 77.8 47.5 1.7 1.6 7.7

Republika Srpska 58.9 44.5 (1.1) (1.4) 4.8

Brcko District of BiH 59.2 45.4 (3.4) : 6.3

2007

Federation of BiH 81.5 74.4 2.3 1.5 12.3

Republika Srpska 69.8 65.5 (1.1) (1.0) 8.7

Brcko District of BiH 71.1 62.5 : : :

Finally, ownership of spare time equipment, that appreciably increased in the other two areas, remains 
as it was in 2004 in the Brcko District of BiH. In particular, ownership of personal computers, which was very 
similar in 2004 to that observed in the Federation of BiH, in 2007 became the lowest, more than ten percentage 
points lower than in the Federation of BiH; the same evidence is obtained for internet connection services, for 
DVD recorders and ownership of Hi-Fi systems.

Table 7.22. Ownership of recreational equipment by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage values)

Geographical area

Recreational equipment

Television

Video 

recorder/ 

DVD

HiFi 

system

Satellite 

dish

Personal 

computer, 

printer

Boat, canoe, 

windsurfing 

board

Music 

instrument

2004

Federation of BiH 96.2 51.2 54.6 30.1 14.5 0.7 4.8

Republika Srpska 92.7 37.0 24.8 9.2 9.7 (0.6) 4.6

Brcko District of BiH 98.9 54.3 37.2 11.9 14.0 : :

2007

Federation of BiH 97.8 65.2 72.2 19.1 28.3 1.1 5.1

Republika Srpska 94.9 43.2 48.2 8.9 20.4 (0.9) 4.1

Brcko District of BiH 98.9 53.6 31.8 (8.1) 17.7 : :

In 2007, the percentage of households declaring that they save part of their income is more or less the 
same as that observed in 2004. Nevertheless, some differences can be observed between geographical areas: in 
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the Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska the situation has remained more or less the same, and only a slight 
improvement can be perceived, while in the Brcko District of BiH the percentage of households unable to save 
increased by about ten percentage points.

Table 7.23. Declared saving activity by geographical area, 2004, 2007. (percentage composition)

Savings
Federation of BiH Republika Srpska Brcko District of BiH Bosnia and Herzegovina

2004

No savings 93.3 96.1 86.5 94.2

Some savings 6.3 3.7 12.9 5.4

Missing 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.4

2007

No savings 92.4 96.1 95.9 93.8

Some savings 7.6 3.9 : 6.2

The poverty indicators confirm the picture obtained by the consumption expenditure analysis: the situa-
tion has improved for the Federation of BiH, remained the same in Republika Srpska (the observed difference 
is not statistically significant) and worsened in the Brcko District of BiH. In this area, in fact, the percentage of 
poor households has moved from 7.8% in 2004 to 23.6% in 2007 (from 9.5% to 25.8% among the population). 
The poverty gap indicator (26.2% against 15.0%), that indicates the level of poverty, also suggests that, on aver-
age in 2007, poor households in the Brcko District of BiH are in a worse situation than they were in 2004.

The poor households, as resident households, mainly live in the Federation of BiH and in Republika 
Srpska, while the poor households residing in the Brcko District of BiH represent only 2.7% of the total, even if 
this value is three times higher than the 2004 value (0.9%).

Table 7.24. Main indicators of relative poverty by geographical area, 2004, 2007.  
(absolute and percentage values, percentage composition)

Federation 

of BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko 

District 

of BiH

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

Federation 

of BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko 

District 

of BiH

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

Incidence of poverty (%) 2004 2007

Poor households 18.3 18.3 7.8 18.1 16.3 21.7 23.6 18.4

Poor individuals 18.8 17.8 9.5 18.3 17.0 20.1 25.8 18.2

Poverty gap (%)

Households 25.0 21.0 15.0 24.0 25.2 27.5 26.2 26.2

Percentage composition

Poor households 61.3 37.8 0.9 100.0 55.4 41.9 2.7 100.0

Total households 60.6 37.3 2.1 100.0 62.4 35.5 2.1 100.0

Poor individuals 63.9 35.1 1.0 100.0 59.8 37.4 2.8 100.0

Total individuals 62.1 36.0 1.9 100.0 64.2 33.8 1.9 100.0
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8. GLOSSARY

STATISTICAL SYMBOLS
In this publication, the use of statistical symbols has been restricted to a minimum. The following sym-

bols are included where necessary: 

–  No occurrence
–  :  Data are not statistically significant (less than 20 sample observations)
–  ( ) Data are statistically less significant (from 20 to 49 sample observations)

CLASSIFICATION OF SETTLEMENT TYPES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
According to the current statistical typology, settlement types in Bosnia and Herzegovina are categorised 

into two types: urban and “other”. Settlements typified as “other” include both rural and semi-urban areas, and 
are referred to as “rural/semi-urban” areas in this publication.

In order to allow a proper interpretation of the information contained in this publication, the definitions 
of the main terms and indicators are provided in the following section.

Household consumption expenditure: the expenditure made for goods and services purchased or self-con-
sumed by households to satisfy their needs. Also included are the goods coming from household gardens or 
farms directly consumed by the household itself, the goods and services provided by the employers as a salary, 
the imputed rent for houses occupied by the owner or used without charge.

Average monthly expenditure: the ratio of the total amount spent by the households for a specific good or 
service, or for groups of them (the sum of the expenditures of each household), and the total number of house-
holds in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Household: a social unit which meets one or more conditions of ‘living together’ in addition to having a 
common residence.

The characteristics of a household are:
a) co-residence and sharing of expenditures; in other words, a household is a group of people living to-

gether in the same dwelling unit or in a part of the dwelling unit (living together under the same roof), 
whether in blood kinship or not, sharing meals (“eating from the same pot”);

b) the existence of family or emotional ties.
Single persons who live, make expenditures and provide food on their own are considered as households.
Household head: the person who is identified as such for the purpose of the survey, regardless of the reason 

(owner of dwelling or person identified by other household members). If household members do not identify 
such a person by themselves, the household head will normally be the person contributing most to the total 
household income.

Marital status
Single: a person who has never been married and does not live in an illegitimate marriage. Children are 

included in this category.
Living together/informally married: persons living together without being legally married.
Divorced: person legally divorced.
Separated: married person who does not live with the legal partner but is not legally divorced.

Education
Low education includes:
No education: pre-school age children, children in primary school and adults without any level of education.
Elementary school: a person who has a certificate of completion of four or eight years of elementary school.
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Medium education includes:
Secondary school: this category includes persons who have a certificate of completion for a three or four-

year secondary school (apprentice, trade school, etc.).
Higher school (academy) and first level of faculty or highly skilled worker: a person who has a diploma of two or 

three years of completed university education and the certificate of a highly skilled worker.

Higher education includes:
Faculty or academy: a person who has a diploma of four, five or six years of university education.
Specialisation, Masters Degree or Doctorate Degree: a person who has a diploma of completed postgraduate 

studies and doctoral studies.

Employment
A job and other types of work (regardless of the type of contract or engagement) providing earnings and/or 

every economic activity including, at least, 1 working hour during a reference week (from Monday to Sunday).

Current activity status: based on the self-declared condition.
Employed: a person who (formally or informally) has a job at an employer’s (in a company, regardless of 

whether it is in a state-owned company, institution or organisation, banks, international organisations etc.); a 
self-employed person (craftsman, farmer on his/her own agricultural holding); a person with free occupation 
(painters, musicians, etc.); an assisting member in an agricultural holding or craft and all other persons who 
used to work and were paid for the work performed (money or in-kind).

Unemployed: a person who lost a job, is searching for a new job and is able to accept a job offered. Persons who 
are searching for a job for the first time are excluded and are included in the category “searching for first job”.

Searching for first job: a person who has never been employed and is currently searching for a job for the 
first time.

Housewife: person whose prime occupation is to care for her/his family and home. It defines the role in 
terms of activity rather than the relationship to another person, and is independent of gender or marital status. 
People receiving a family pension without having performed any working activity in the past are also included.

Retired: a person withdrawn from one’s occupation, business, or office; having finished one’s active working life.

Other status includes:
Student/pupil in a secondary school: a person who studies or attends secondary school.
Unable to work: a person who is unable to work due to some reason (sickness, handicap, disability, old age, etc.).

Professional status
Employer: owner or joint-owner of an enterprise, shop or free occupation who employs workers.
Self-employed or free occupation: owner or joint owner of an enterprise, shop or free occupation, individual 

farmer who does not employ workers (lawyers, salesmen, artists, craftsmen, individual farmers, etc.).

Employed with a permanent job (indefinite contract) includes:
Employed at employer: employed at state-owned and/or private enterprise or craft or free occupation and 

reimbursed by the employer for work performed.
Unpaid and/or assisting worker in the family company: assisting workers in a family agricultural holding, 

company or craft without special or regular reimbursement.
Trainee at job: a person who completed secondary or high school (academy) and/or university, who has 

started working for the first time in a related field and is required to pass a professional exam.

Employed with other type of contract includes:
Temporarily employed or short-term contract: a person employed on the basis of a decision or contract with 

limited duration regardless of the period of engagement (what is important is that he/she does not have an 
indefinite contract).

Temporary engagement without contract: a person who works on the basis of a verbal agreement.
Payment based on agreement: one-off work performed on the basis of a verbal agreement.
Seasonal worker: a person who works on a seasonal basis (agricultural workers, etc.).
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Housing
Heating system: represents central heating from a heating plant, self-provided heating or single-apparatus 

heating and other methods of heating the entire dwelling unit.

Poverty
Poverty line: the threshold in terms of consumption expenditure to classify households into poor and non-

poor; it is set at 60% of median monthly consumption expenditure.
Equivalent household consumption expenditure: monthly household expenditure divided by its equivalent 

size, using the so-called “modified OECD equivalence scale”.
Poverty incidence: percentage of poor households, obtained as follows:

where
n = total sampled households
p = poor sampled households
wi = weight for the i-th sample household

Poverty gap: measures how much (in percent) the average consumption expenditure of poor households 
is below the poverty threshold, using the following formula:

where:
e*i = equivalent expenditure of the i-th sampled household
PL = poverty line

Quintile ratio S80/S20: compares the total equivalent expenditure of the top quintile to that spent by the 
lowest quintile (20% of the lowest equivalent distribution). It can be expressed as follow:

where:
t = 20% of the sampled households with the highest equivalent expenditure
b = 20% of the sampled households with the poorest equivalent expenditure
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10. STATISTICAL TABLES

Table 1. Population by age group and gender, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Age group Male Female Total

0 0.6 0.4 0.5

1 0.9 0.8 0.9

2 1.0 1.0 1.0

3 1.0 0.8 0.9

4 1.0 1.0 1.0

0-4 76,850 72,559 149,409

5 1.0 1.1 1.1

6 1.2 1.0 1.1

7 1.2 1.2 1.2

8 1.3 1.2 1.3

9 1.5 1.2 1.3

05-09 105,295 100,656 205,951

10 1.7 1.5 1.6

11 1.7 1.4 1.6

12 1.6 1.5 1.5

13 1.3 1.2 1.2

14 1.2 1.2 1.2

10-14 125,458 121,010 246,468

15 1.2 1.1 1.2

16 1.6 1.4 1.5

17 1.7 1.3 1.5

18 1.5 1.5 1.5

19 1.8 1.5 1.6

15-19 131,222 119,363 250,585

20 1.5 1.5 1.5

21 1.5 1.6 1.5

22 1.5 1.4 1.4

23 1.6 1.3 1.5

24 1.6 1.4 1.5

20-24 129,761 125,869 255,631

25 1.4 1.4 1.4

26 1.4 1.2 1.3

27 1.6 1.5 1.5

28 1.3 1.5 1.4

29 1.4 1.3 1.3

25-29 118,374 122,258 240,632

30 1.1 1.3 1.2

31 1.2 1.2 1.2

32 1.4 1.3 1.3

33 1.4 1.2 1.3

34 1.2 1.2 1.2

30-34 108,618 107,538 216,156
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Age group Male Female Total

35 1.3 1.3 1.3

36 1.3 1.1 1.2

37 1.3 1.2 1.2

38 1.3 1.3 1.3

39 1.3 1.4 1.3

35-39 109,114 112,186 221,300

40 1.5 1.3 1.4

41 1.3 1.2 1.2

42 1.6 1.5 1.6

43 1.6 1.5 1.6

44 1.5 1.7 1.6

40-44 127,365 127,272 254,637

45 1.6 1.4 1.5

46 1.6 1.6 1.6

47 1.5 1.8 1.6

48 1.6 1.6 1.6

49 1.7 1.6 1.6

45-49 134,895 140,436 275,332

50 1.4 1.3 1.4

51 1.7 1.3 1.5

52 1.4 1.3 1.4

53 1.5 1.3 1.4

54 1.2 1.3 1.3

50-54 121,657 117,451 239,108

55 1.3 1.5 1.4

56 1.1 1.0 1.0

57 1.0 1.3 1.2

58 1.1 1.2 1.2

59 1.1 1.3 1.2

55-59 94,278 113,455 207,733

60 1.1 1.1 1.1

61 1.0 1.1 1.0

62 0.9 0.9 0.9

63 0.7 0.9 0.8

64 0.9 0.9 0.9

60-64 77,299 86,655 163,954

65 0.8 1.1 1.0

66 1.0 1.1 1.0

67 1.0 1.2 1.1

68 1.0 1.2 1.1

69 1.0 1.1 1.1

65-69 80,792 100,641 181,433

70 1.0 1.2 1.1

71 1.1 1.0 1.0

72 0.9 0.9 0.9

73 0.7 1.1 0.9

74 0.7 1.0 0.9

70-74 73,974 91,417 165,391
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Age group Male Female Total

75 0.7 0.8 0.8

76 0.5 0.6 0.6

77 0.6 0.7 0.6

78 0.5 0.6 0.5

79 0.4 0.8 0.6

75-79 45,303 62,659 107,962

80 (0.3) 0.4 0.3

81 (0.3) (0.3) 0.3

82 (0.2) (0.3) 0.2

83 : (0.2) 0.2

84 (0.2) : 0.2

80-84 17,584 25,409 42,993

85 and over (6,407) 16,073 22,480

Total (=100%) 1,684,248 1,762,908 3,447,156
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Table 2. Population by age, gender and geographical area, 2007. (absolute values and percentage composition)

Age group

Geographical area

Federation of BiH Republika Srpska

Male Female Total Male Female Total

0-4 4.9 4.4 4.6 4.1 3.5 3.8
05-09 6.4 6.0 6.2 6.0 5.2 5.6
10-14 8.1 7.4 7.7 6.3 5.9 6.1
15-19 8.4 7.1 7.7 6.7 6.2 6.4
20-24 8.1 7.5 7.8 6.8 6.5 6.7
25-29 7.1 7.2 7.1 7.0 6.6 6.8
30-34 6.5 6.4 6.5 6.4 5.5 6.0
35-39 6.9 6.8 6.9 5.7 5.5 5.6
40-44 7.9 7.4 7.6 6.8 6.8 6.8
45-49 7.9 8.0 7.9 8.2 8.0 8.1
50-54 7.0 6.4 6.7 7.7 7.1 7.4
55-59 4.9 6.2 5.6 7.0 6.9 6.9
60-64 4.3 4.5 4.4 5.0 5.7 5.4
65-69 4.3 5.1 4.7 5.7 6.9 6.3
70-74 3.9 4.6 4.3 5.3 6.2 5.8
75-79 2.2 3.0 2.6 3.6 4.6 4.1
80-84 0.9 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.8 1.5

85 and over (0.3) 0.8 0.6 0.5 1.1 0.8
Total (=100%) 1,079,998 1,133,785 2,213,783 571,049 595,124 1,166,172

Age group
Brcko District of BiH Bosnia and Herzegovina

Male Female Total Male Female Total

0-4 : (4.7) (4.0) 4.6 4.1 4.3
05-09 (6.0) (4.4) 5.2 6.3 5.7 6.0
10-14 (6.2) (7.0) 6.6 7.4 6.9 7.1
15-19 (8.1) (7.7) 7.9 7.8 6.8 7.3
20-24 (9.1) (7.9) 8.5 7.7 7.1 7.4
25-29 (5.6) (5.2) 5.4 7.0 6.9 7.0
30-34 (5.6) (4.5) 5.1 6.4 6.1 6.3
35-39 (5.5) (6.3) 5.9 6.5 6.4 6.4
40-44 (8.6) (8.2) 8.4 7.6 7.2 7.4
45-49 (9.1) (7.3) 8.1 8.0 8.0 8.0
50-54 (7.1) (7.8) 7.4 7.2 6.7 6.9
55-59 (5.3) (6.0) 5.7 5.6 6.4 6.0
60-64 (5.2) (4.4) 4.8 4.6 4.9 4.8
65-69 (4.4) (5.5) 4.9 4.8 5.7 5.3
70-74 (4.7) (6.9) 5.8 4.4 5.2 4.8
75-79 : (4.8) (4.4) 2.7 3.6 3.1
80-84 : : : 1.0 1.4 1.2

85 and over - : : (0.4) 0.9 0.7
Total (=100%) 33,201 33,999 67,200 1,684,248 1,762,908 3,447,156
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Table 3. Population aged 15 and over by marital status, age group and geographical area, 2007.  
(absolute values and percentage composition)

Geographical area Age group

Marital status

Total (=100%)
Single

Legally married or living 

together, not legally married

Divorced or 

separated
Widowed

Federation of BiH

15-24 90.0 9.3 : : 342,593

25-34 35.7 62.5 (1.4) : 300,761

35-64 6.8 84.0 2.4 6.7 866,183

>=65 2.6 57.2 (2.0) 38.1 293,668

Total >=15 26.8 61.9 1.8 9.5 1,803,205

       

Republika Srpska

15-24 90.3 9.2 : : 152,606

25-34 36.3 60.2 (3.0) : 148,987

35-64 8.6 80.1 3.5 7.8 468,776

>=65 3.6 58.4 (1.4) 36.6 215,196

Total >=15 24.3 61.4 2.5 11.8 985,565

       

Brcko District of BiH

15-24 90.0 : : - 11,016

25-34 (44.2) 55.2 : - 7,040

35-64 (6.0) 86.3 : : 27,106

>=65 : 56.3 : 41.5 11,395

Total >=15 26.2 61.4 : 10.3 56,557

       

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

15-24 90.1 9.3 : : 506,216

25-34 36.1 61.6 1.9 : 456,788

35-64 7.4 82.7 2.8 7.0 1,362,065

>=65 3.0 57.7 1.7 37.6 520,259

Total >=15 25.9 61.7 2.1 10.3 2,845,328
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Table 4. Population aged 15 and over by marital status, age group and gender, 2007. (absolute values)

Gender Age group

Marital status

Total (=100%)
Single

Legally married or 

living together, not 

legally married

Divorced or 

separated
Widowed

Male

15-24 250,050 10,506 : : 260,984

25-34 104,692 119,386 : : 226,991

35-64 63,225 572,661 14,614 14,110 664,610

>=65 (4,355) 175,156 (3,102) 41,447 224,060

Total >=15 422,322 877,709 20,766 55,848 1,376,645

  

Female

15-24 206,111 36,572 : : 245,232

25-34 60,030 161,991 (5,911) : 229,795

35-64 37,876 553,984 23,867 81,730 697,457

>=65 11,207 125,008 (5,912) 154,071 296,198

Total >=15 315,224 877,555 37,808 238,095 1,468,682

Total

15-24 456,161 47,078 : : 506,216

25-34 164,722 281,377 8,672 : 456,788

35-64 101,101 1,126,645 38,481 95,840 1,362,065

>=65 15,562 300,164 9,014 195,518 520,259

Total >=15 737,546 1,755,264 58,574 293,943 2,845,328
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Table 7. Average monthly household expenditure by geographical area and expenditure category, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Geographical area
Bosnia and 

HerzegovinaFederation of 

BiH

Republika 

Srpska

Brcko District 

of BiH 

Bread and Cereals 70.60 59.07 59.05 66.26

Meat 116.90 115.95 96.24 116.13

Fish 13.22 14.07 10.64 13.47

Milk, cheese and eggs 75.09 66.42 58.02 71.66

Oils and fats 27.19 18.54 19.69 23.96

Fruit 41.67 31.86 27.76 37.89

Vegetables 49.96 46.11 45.08 48.49
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 43.15 34.16 35.97 39.81

Other food products 23.95 18.72 17.52 21.96

Non alcoholic beverages 57.12 44.42 43.86 52.33

Alcoholic beverages 16.67 23.86 16.03 19.21

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 535.51 473.18 429.87 511.17

Tobacco 34.59 24.91 31.71 31.09

Clothing and footwear 91.10 66.64 45.05 81.45

Housing 243.63 198.32 223.17 227.10

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 121.59 100.93 128.61 114.39
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 92.81 68.52 73.99 83.79

Health 60.44 65.29 56.21 62.08

Transport 184.05 156.00 148.84 173.35

Communication 55.24 42.89 39.73 50.53

Recreation and culture 63.62 44.12 38.12 56.16

Education 8.47 7.36 (9.22) 8.09

Catering services 37.06 23.00 13.78 31.58

Accommodation services 12.96 11.17 : 12.24

Other goods and services 108.65 81.98 71.16 98.40

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,114.21 891.14 888.60 1,030.26

TOTAL 1,649.72 1,364.31 1,318.47 1,541.43
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Table 8a. Average monthly household expenditure by number of members and expenditure category,  
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category
Number of members

1 2 3 4 5 and more

Bread and Cereals 32.38 52.72 65.45 80.05 90.32

Meat 46.56 91.74 115.55 141.23 164.47

Fish 6.32 11.66 14.72 15.98 16.60

Milk, cheese and eggs 36.18 57.29 71.80 82.64 100.09

Oils and fats 12.08 20.60 23.18 27.55 32.75

Fruit 18.11 29.87 37.89 46.69 50.79

Vegetables 22.75 41.24 48.76 57.60 64.20
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 16.67 28.68 38.34 50.31 57.85

Other food products 10.39 17.44 22.35 25.56 30.73

Non alcoholic beverages 25.47 40.64 53.00 64.22 70.20

Alcoholic beverages 7.20 16.87 18.40 21.48 28.48

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 234.12 408.75 509.43 613.31 706.48

Tobacco 10.84 21.75 34.70 40.50 41.88

Clothing and footwear 23.65 40.63 84.63 116.54 124.70

Housing 172.42 216.79 232.10 235.79 263.14

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 68.94 101.20 120.66 129.03 139.10
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 33.01 65.78 85.57 106.99 111.80

Health 47.34 73.03 56.89 53.47 74.99

Transport 30.33 100.30 180.96 253.01 258.12

Communication 21.00 35.84 56.65 65.29 64.37

Recreation and culture 18.27 33.89 55.82 82.95 77.43

Education : 1.58 10.58 13.86 11.20

Catering services 14.77 16.85 35.37 46.94 38.89

Accommodation services : : 14.55 21.35 16.16

Other goods and services 35.00 68.23 103.17 128.27 138.49

TOTAL - NON FOOD 478.27 780.40 1,071.64 1,294.98 1,360.28

TOTAL 712.40 1,189.15 1,581.08 1,908.29 2,066.76
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Table 8b. Average monthly household expenditure by number of members and expenditure category, 
 Federation of BiH, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category
Number of members

1 2 3 4 5 and more

Bread and Cereals 35.63 55.91 69.27 82.27 93.33

Meat 49.94 92.45 117.21 138.32 155.36

Fish 6.92 10.95 14.80 15.45 15.19

Milk, cheese and eggs 40.64 60.59 73.81 83.52 101.13

Oils and fats 14.39 23.51 26.15 30.26 35.77

Fruit 22.01 33.12 41.25 49.52 52.89

Vegetables 25.03 42.52 50.30 57.83 62.58
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 18.61 31.22 41.67 52.34 59.98

Other food products 12.50 19.25 24.18 26.34 32.39

Non alcoholic beverages 29.38 43.96 57.75 67.48 73.82

Alcoholic beverages 6.79 14.43 16.19 17.33 24.43

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 261.84 427.91 532.57 620.66 706.86

Tobacco 11.46 23.73 38.92 42.79 45.58

Clothing and footwear 25.92 46.06 91.57 122.20 137.19

Housing 187.90 236.14 246.54 242.53 283.08

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 75.26 110.54 128.09 132.55 141.43
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 37.09 74.58 94.43 112.83 118.92

Health 55.44 77.35 53.82 49.33 65.80

Transport 30.73 100.90 180.82 266.22 263.11

Communication 22.27 40.31 61.80 68.32 67.75

Recreation and culture 21.75 40.28 62.99 87.43 84.00

Education : (1.73) 11.18 14.08 10.41

Catering services 16.78 19.65 39.48 53.13 45.16

Accommodation services : : (13.42) 20.79 16.55

Other goods and services 42.16 75.00 109.74 134.47 150.01

TOTAL - NON FOOD 530.04 852.93 1,132.80 1,346.67 1,428.99

TOTAL 791.89 1,280.84 1,665.38 1,967.33 2,135.85
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Table 8c. Average monthly household expenditure by number of members and expenditure category,  
Republika Srpska, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category
Number of members

1 2 3 4 5 and more

Bread and Cereals 27.84 48.24 58.65 75.09 85.52

Meat 42.33 91.20 112.24 149.27 184.30

Fish 5.59 12.84 14.94 17.08 19.58

Milk, cheese and eggs 30.21 52.64 68.95 81.38 99.75

Oils and fats 8.95 16.53 17.76 21.79 27.26

Fruit 13.27 25.46 32.01 40.93 47.65

Vegetables 19.46 39.22 46.45 56.95 67.95
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 14.22 24.98 32.43 45.70 53.92

Other food products 7.79 15.02 19.26 23.88 27.73

Non alcoholic beverages 20.80 36.07 44.35 57.16 63.79

Alcoholic beverages 7.69 20.72 22.79 30.53 36.81

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 198.16 382.92 469.83 599.77 714.26

Tobacco 10.03 18.55 26.43 35.41 34.55

Clothing and footwear 21.74 33.82 71.94 107.36 103.36

Housing 151.17 189.72 205.67 219.30 224.51

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 60.41 86.89 103.75 120.40 133.63
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 27.77 53.60 70.43 91.16 100.08

Health 38.01 68.25 64.13 61.56 91.50

Transport 30.47 100.74 178.43 226.71 249.57

Communication 18.38 29.69 46.88 62.16 58.97

Recreation and culture 14.04 25.58 42.95 74.14 65.62

Education : : 9.62 13.39 11.91

Catering services 12.95 13.17 28.36 34.80 27.91

Accommodation services : : : (22.58) (15.06)

Other goods and services 26.19 59.55 92.07 115.19 118.83

TOTAL - NON FOOD 414.51 682.48 958.10 1,184.20 1,235.50

TOTAL 612.66 1,065.39 1,427.94 1,783.95 1,949.75
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Table 8d. Average monthly household expenditure by number of members and expenditure category,  
Brcko District of BiH, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category
Number of members

1 2 3 4 5 and more

Bread and Cereals 39.44 48.49 (53.46) 80.69 71.64

Meat 46.11 83.10 (117.72) 117.16 124.20

Fish (5.80) 9.43 (7.24) 17.09 (12.03)

Milk, cheese and eggs 41.90 53.31 (50.88) 72.26 69.43

Oils and fats 15.65 16.61 (16.26) 23.61 26.03

Fruit 17.09 22.93 (25.27) 38.82 33.83

Vegetables 29.64 43.46 (34.87) 59.99 53.1
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 16.89 27.55 (27.64) 52.24 53.12

Other food products 9.78 12.86 (13.38) 24.49 26.71

Non alcoholic beverages 21.65 34.47 (41.71) 61.78 59.60

Alcoholic beverages : (12.86) (16.00) (23.80) (19.50)

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 251.66 365.08 (404.42) 571.93 550.13

Tobacco (11.43) (26.44) (36.86) 40.87 (44.89)

Clothing and footwear : (19.54) (69.71) 65.93 (72.99)

Housing 200.77 189.83 (201.89) 259.68 263.93

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 78.23 109.47 (172.17) 141.97 157.05
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 34.74 51.27 (44.54) 150.33 (74.34)

Health (33.98) 45.26 (30.52) (69.62) (98.58)

Transport (20.16) (77.53) (238.21) 208.33 237.86

Communication 17.31 27.90 (52.82) 60.50 43.24

Recreation and culture (16.20) (14.19) (35.83) 66.05 (61.04)

Education - : : : :

Catering services : (8.91) (16.00) (23.57) (17.30)

Accommodation services - - - : :

Other goods and services 31.93 45.35 (70.19) 118.23 89.92

TOTAL - NON FOOD 456.91 617.41 (975.13) 1,240.00 1,210.06

TOTAL 708.56 982.49 (1,379.54) 1,811.93 1,760.19
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Table 10a. Average monthly household expenditure by current activity status of household head and expenditure 
category, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Current activity status (household head)

Employed 
Unemployed or 

searching for first job
Housewife Retired Other

Bread and Cereals 74.30 70.29 52.88 59.56 49.75

Meat 134.31 120.25 80.40 103.93 81.93

Fish 15.94 11.82 8.62 12.62 8.39

Milk, cheese and eggs 80.55 73.10 53.24 66.92 49.62

Oils and fats 26.24 23.07 20.34 23.01 17.21

Fruit 44.10 37.12 28.47 33.85 24.42

Vegetables 54.18 49.54 38.16 45.13 33.28
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 47.72 38.21 29.53 33.84 25.98

Other food products 24.89 23.09 17.55 19.57 15.37

Non alcoholic beverages 61.68 53.16 39.92 44.31 36.87

Alcoholic beverages 23.14 19.90 8.44 17.09 15.33

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 587.04 519.54 377.54 459.82 358.16

Tobacco 38.83 35.45 19.06 23.48 20.13

Clothing and footwear 118.98 62.31 40.75 51.42 37.71

Housing 238.60 216.14 182.23 235.10 176.95

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 127.62 109.61 84.54 111.25 76.43
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 106.21 70.34 55.25 69.45 46.54

Health 52.45 59.48 52.89 79.68 65.13

Transport 245.77 151.96 77.93 115.31 89.52

Communication 65.79 42.44 29.46 40.58 27.61

Recreation and culture 78.01 49.82 27.21 38.26 33.70

Education 12.71 6.10 3.99 3.60 (5.46)

Catering services 47.37 23.30 14.33 18.44 17.43

Accommodation services 19.76 (6.99) : (6.65) :

Other goods and services 126.47 92.53 61.68 76.24 57.13

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,278.60 926.46 654.16 869.44 655.90

TOTAL 1,865.62 1,446.00 1,301.70 1,329.26 1,014.06
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Table 10b. Average monthly household expenditure by current activity status of household head and expenditure 
category, Federation of BiH, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Current activity status (household head)

Employed 
Unemployed or 

searching for first job
Housewife Retired Other

Bread and Cereals 78.88 72.08 57.03 63.24 56.14

Meat 134.69 110.38 84.54 105.14 85.05

Fish 15.87 10.69 8.31 12.02 8.12

Milk, cheese and eggs 84.27 73.49 56.75 69.38 55.22

Oils and fats 29.81 25.69 23.10 25.56 21.27

Fruit 47.94 39.75 33.24 36.76 27.72

Vegetables 55.19 51.00 40.17 46.19 36.02
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 51.03 40.12 34.37 36.03 30.86

Other food products 27.07 23.02 19.51 21.27 19.89

Non alcoholic beverages 66.91 55.57 44.87 47.93 42.68

Alcoholic beverages 19.74 16.27 7.77 15.12 (14.32)

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 611.41 518.04 409.66 478.65 397.31

Tobacco 42.47 39.50 21.53 25.92 26.74

Clothing and footwear 127.66 73.43 46.88 58.41 51.87

Housing 250.86 231.96 198.63 253.70 211.91

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 131.75 117.06 90.30 120.87 87.53
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 114.08 79.78 58.97 77.81 64.25

Health 50.56 52.53 55.48 79.70 59.97

Transport 256.69 149.29 81.42 121.08 129.71

Communication 69.88 46.90 33.45 44.32 34.80

Recreation and culture 87.13 56.24 32.25 42.32 38.34

Education 13.25 4.92 (4.35) 3.81 :

Catering services 53.51 29.10 19.80 20.93 24.83

Accommodation services 19.84 : : (7.97) :

Other goods and services 136.61 100.40 74.35 82.72 73.84

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,354.29 987.88 721.81 939.55 812.82

TOTAL 1,965.70 1,505.92 1,131.50 1,418.20 1,210.10



98

Table 10c. Average monthly household expenditure by current activity status of household head and expenditure 
category, Republika Srpska, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Current activity status (household head)

Employed 
Unemployed or 

searching for first job
Housewife Retired Other

Bread and Cereals 65.56 68.34 46.43 53.46 43.71

Meat 134.30 135.22 75.80 103.20 77.00

Fish 16.10 13.73 9.46 13.87 8.72

Milk, cheese and eggs 74.13 73.28 47.40 63.30 44.45

Oils and fats 19.45 19.47 15.64 18.81 13.45

Fruit 37.09 34.32 20.59 29.15 21.64

Vegetables 52.23 47.37 35.07 43.56 30.78
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 41.41 35.03 21.66 30.26 20.85

Other food products 20.81 23.15 14.70 16.88 11.09

Non alcoholic beverages 51.77 50.19 32.00 38.40 31.62

Alcoholic beverages 29.86 25.37 9.85 20.88 15.75

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 542.72 525.47 328.60 431.77 319.06

Tobacco 31.67 29.25 15.22 19.20 13.10

Clothing and footwear 104.86 47.26 30.94 40.22 25.87

Housing 214.80 191.54 152.65 202.88 143.56

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 119.26 97.15 73.05 92.94 63.64
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 90.51 57.63 50.40 55.28 30.86

Health 56.22 67.19 49.16 80.78 71.51

Transport 226.56 151.28 75.00 105.31 53.77

Communication 58.45 36.19 22.92 34.36 21.16

Recreation and culture 61.28 40.22 19.36 32.17 30.56

Education 11.63 6.75 (3.38) 3.25 :

Catering services 36.64 16.30 (5.05) 14.48 (11.38)

Accommodation services 20.01 : : : :

Other goods and services 108.22 82.79 40.67 66.10 41.16

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,140.10 829.23 543.77 751.61 513.46

TOTAL 1,682.82 1,354.70 872.37 1,183.40 832.51
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Table 10d. Average monthly household expenditure by current activity status of household head and expenditure 
category, Brcko District of BiH, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Current activity status (household head)

Employed 
Unemployed or 

searching for first job
Housewife Retired Other

Bread and Cereals 69.91 64.52 (37.22) 51.64 (48.41)

Meat 119.61 108.68 (38.36) 73.48 (105.83)

Fish 15.91 (8.38) : (8.17) :

Milk, cheese and eggs 64.11 65.55 (45.81) 52.12 (46.92)

Oils and fats 22.18 22.08 (15.77) 17.29 (15.24)

Fruit 34.33 27.77 (17.18) 25.25 (19.67)

Vegetables 53.79 50.68 (29.99) 38.79 (31.61)
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 44.25 43.45 (16.24) 27.89 (31.40)

Other food products 21.17 23.43 (7.39) 12.95 (14.39)

Non alcoholic beverages 55.18 48.90 (24.56) 35.07 (32.86)

Alcoholic beverages 21.63 (15.92) : (10.20) :

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 522.09 479.34 (242.63) 352.85 (375.89)

Tobacco 39.50 (40.77) : (23.62) :

Clothing and footwear 63.52 (56.40) : (28.44) :

Housing 235.36 240.96 (180.01) 226.98 (174.10)

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 132.84 130.33 (99.92) 142.86 (102.38)
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 112.24 64.65 (27.54) 58.99 :

Health 51.20 (80.90) (38.92) 55.30 (47.65)

Transport 204.02 (198.28) : 112.61 :

Communication 52.83 42.29 (19.36) 32.99 (21.86)

Recreation and culture 56.86 (55.92) : (15.77) :

Education : : : : -

Catering services 22.72 (11.24) : (9.39) :

Accommodation services : : - - -

Other goods and services 95.77 78.80 (33.40) 49.76 (55.83)

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,092.03 1,040.85 (476.08) 760.03 (551.00)

TOTAL 1,614.12 1,520.19 (718.71) 1,112.90 (926.89)
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Table 11a. Average monthly household expenditure by professional status of household head and expenditure category, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Professional status

Employers
Self-employed or free 

occupation

Employees with 

permanent job 

(indefinite contract)

Employees with 

other type of 

contract

Bread and Cereals 73.69 70.90 77.35 64.02

Meat 137.61 131.04 138.66 108.28

Fish 17.38 11.90 17.12 11.21

Milk, cheese and eggs 85.20 74.94 83.20 68.10

Oils and fats 26.09 25.69 26.68 22.12

Fruit 47.11 38.55 45.46 37.29

Vegetables 55.60 55.90 54.14 47.02
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 49.05 42.64 48.81 39.08

Other food products 25.40 24.35 25.46 21.51

Non alcoholic beverages 64.89 56.34 63.36 52.03

Alcoholic beverages 24.37 24.40 23.43 17.24

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 606.38 556.65 603.66 487.90

Tobacco 46.04 38.59 38.26 36.28

Clothing and footwear 173.34 83.63 118.43 81.85

Housing 292.94 206.94 245.50 208.56

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 156.21 115.42 126.57 114.61
Furnishing, household equipment 
and routine maintenance of the 
house

131.46 83.81 107.73 80.27

Health 71.99 52.65 55.59 43.48

Transport 383.39 201.79 241.65 164.22

Communication 99.39 47.83 66.22 47.75

Recreation and culture 111.25 48.12 80.22 58.30

Education 19.89 6.03 13.83 6.47

Catering services 68.90 26.54 47.99 34.36

Accommodation services (33.79) (11.45) 21.38 :

Other goods and services 174.39 99.99 127.98 98.56

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,762.96 1,022.77 1,291.95 978.83

TOTAL 2,369.35 1,579.42 1,895.61 1,466.73
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Table 11b. Average monthly household expenditure by professional status of household head and expenditure category, 
Federation of BiH, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Professional status

Employers
Self-employed or free 

occupation

Employees with 

permanent job 

(indefinite contract)

Employees with 

other type of 

contract

Bread and Cereals 81.19 78.28 81.21 66.73

Meat 134.91 121.11 140.47 110.86

Fish 18.12 11.73 16.90 11.30

Milk, cheese and eggs 92.47 80.58 86.01 71.80

Oils and fats 29.86 30.51 30.38 24.38

Fruit 50.92 42.98 49.51 40.43

Vegetables 54.31 56.13 56.28 48.16
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 53.35 47.32 52.23 41.41

Other food products 28.99 26.12 27.53 22.78

Non alcoholic beverages 72.49 61.35 68.87 55.41

Alcoholic beverages 23.89 19.38 20.50 13.97

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 640.51 575.49 629.88 507.22

Tobacco 46.35 43.21 42.47 39.38

Clothing and footwear 191.44 88.63 130.36 89.88

Housing 321.15 218.50 257.11 224.86

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 166.92 107.22 134.93 119.45
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 161.11 89.54 116.81 87.25

Health 58.12 48.14 53.56 44.39

Transport 373.08 214.76 257.92 169.08

Communication 105.31 49.48 71.39 52.96

Recreation and culture 138.44 52.07 90.52 65.55

Education 23.33 4.43 14.46 6.96

Catering services 76.86 31.69 55.20 39.40

Accommodation services : : 22.65 :

Other goods and services 198.11 109.58 138.61 106.84

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,893.75 1,066.60 1,386.00 1,049.40

TOTAL 2,534.27 1,642.09 2,015.90 1,556.60
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Table 11c. Average monthly household expenditure by professional status of household head and expenditure category, 
Republika Srpska, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Professional status

Employers
Self-employed or free 

occupation

Employees with 

permanent job 

(indefinite contract)

Employees with 

other type of 

contract

Bread and Cereals 61.56 61.11 70.42 57.18

Meat 142.75 146.08 136.91 100.18

Fish 16.20 12.09 17.76 10.88

Milk, cheese and eggs 74.53 67.84 78.80 59.60

Oils and fats 20.14 18.98 19.96 16.84

Fruit 40.70 32.82 38.61 30.16

Vegetables 57.57 56.15 50.03 44.21
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery 41.97 36.40 42.62 32.49

Other food products 19.36 22.23 21.67 18.62

Non alcoholic beverages 51.86 49.50 53.65 43.82

Alcoholic beverages 24.93 32.16 29.03 24.88

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES 551.57 535.37 559.46 438.86

Tobacco 45.91 31.49 30.49 28.05

Clothing and footwear 150.82 77.84 99.54 62.87

Housing 245.00 190.19 224.82 162.80

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels 135.85 123.01 111.62 102.66
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house 80.37 77.93 90.44 62.17

Health 99.07 60.19 58.00 40.67

Transport 419.22 181.20 213.26 150.26

Communication 90.40 45.59 57.52 35.45

Recreation and culture 68.46 43.03 64.31 37.43

Education (14.45) 6.82 12.67 (5.75)

Catering services (58.95) 19.73 36.21 22.82

Accommodation services : : (19.42) :

Other goods and services 138.11 87.66 110.13 78.86

TOTAL - NON FOOD 1,583.10 958.57 1,128.40 794.13

TOTAL 2,134.67 1,493.93 1,687.90 1,233.00
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Table 11d. Average monthly household expenditure by professional status of household head and expenditure category, 
Brcko District of BiH, 2007. (values in KM)

Expenditure category

Professional status

Employers
Self-employed or free 

occupation

Employees with 

permanent job 

(indefinite contract)

Employees with 

other type of 

contract

Bread and Cereals : (58.44) 72.94 (67.90)

Meat : (114.98) 110.75 (132.25)

Fish : : 13.47 :

Milk, cheese and eggs : (58.74) 68.58 (62.61)

Oils and fats : (23.02) 23.48 (19.76)

Fruit : (28.20) 32.90 (31.42)

Vegetables : (45.98) 56.09 (47.71)
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and 
confectionery : (35.45) 45.47 (51.22)

Other food products : (17.15) 24.23 (19.37)

Non alcoholic beverages : (51.07) 53.83 (52.81)

Alcoholic beverages : (13.75) 20.97 :

TOTAL - FOOD AND BEVERAGES : (459.57) 522.72 (518.31)

Tobacco : (47.69) 36.77 (45.49)

Clothing and footwear : : 60.15 (76.69)

Housing : (212.43) 228.50 (289.57)

Electricity, gas, water and other fuels : (186.95) 115.45 (117.72)
Furnishing, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house : (43.93) 113.88 (96.16)

Health : : 79.36 (51.16)

Transport : (239.03) 207.60 (192.73)

Communication : (45.81) 50.07 (44.13)

Recreation and culture : : 53.10 (100.72)

Education : : : :

Catering services : : 18.90 :

Accommodation services - : : :

Other goods and services : (76.94) 93.96 (94.89)

TOTAL - NON FOOD : (1,055.17) 1,085.70 (1,160.40)

TOTAL : (1,514.74) 1,608.40 (1,678.70)




